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God's Penitentiary 


By EVANGELIST H. E. WRIGHT 


Rome, Georgia 


“The wicked shali be turned into hell.’”’—Psa. 9:17. 
I spent a part of my boyhood days in Columbia, South 


Carolina. 
tentiary is located. 


Just on the outskirts of the city the state peni- 
In this prison were those who had been 


sentenced to serve time; some for a few years and some for 


life. 


I have often thought of those grey walls where guards 


watched day and night, and of the cells where men had to 


spent so many dreary days and nights. 


Now several things 


came to my mind as I thought of those prisoners. 


First, they were guilty. They’ 
had broken the laws of the State. 

Second, they were being punish- 
ed for their crime. 

Third; they had a ray of hope 
that some day they might be par- 
doned. 


Fourth, though in prison, they 
had some comfort and pleasures 
and were allowed at tintes to see 
their loved ones. 

Then I thought of God’s prison 
house. First, I find that God's 
prison house was not made for 


thew 13:42, 


Rev. H. E. Wright 


men, but for the Devil and his 
angels. Matthew 25:41 says, 
“Then shall he say unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” 
Though prepared for the Devil and 
his angels, I find .that mankind 
goes to Hell. We read in Mat- 
“And shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 
If Hell was prepared for the Devil 
and his angels, why do men go 
there? John 8:24, “I said- there- 
fore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins: for if ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins” 
(John 8:24); “And ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have 
life’ (John 5:40). From these two 
verses we can see why men go to 
Hell—refusing to believe on the 


Lord Jesus Christ as..their. petehe——— —__—_— 


sonal Saviour. God does not want 
anyone to go to Hell. In It Peter 
3:9, we read, “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to_us-ward, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance.” 

I cannot help but marvel when 
I read words like these, as I think 
of God’s great love and mercy: 
“Not willing that any should per- 

(Continued on Page 3) 


467 Reported Saved 


Thru Sword Literature 
Last Year 


By VIOLA WALDEN, 
‘Highlights From Our 1946 Files 


All our readers will be glad to 
know that God gave us letters 
telling of 467 people saved 
through Sword of the Lord lit- 
erature during 1946, Here are quo- 
tations from some of the letters 
that rejoice our hearts. 

“Excuse me when I, as young 
German doctor, confess you that 
I trust Jesus Christ as my Sav- 
iour . .*. 
through booklet “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?’’) 

~ * * a 

“T am so happy that I have 
found the way to Him after we 
had been taught for so many 
years to idolize criminals,” 
(From Germany.) 

* * * 

“ ... ky my putting your tract 
lovely 
daughter, I have seen her changed 
from a clean, good living girl to 
an ardent follower of our. Christ 


“I was saved Oct. 30 at 6 and 
oh! what a grandeand glorious 
feeling! When I sent after my 
books, I wasn’t a Christian; but 
praise the ate" I'm saved now! 

+ * 


“Your literature was picked up 


” (from Germany, saved, 


Secretary to Dr. Rice . 


my last trip, just finished. I am 
very happy to report that 157 
souls were saved. So you _ see, 
God uses your pen when you are 
not even conscious of it!—-Chap- 
plain on S. S. Marine Devil 

% » * 

“T have been an awful sinner, 
but now, praise God, He has set 
me free!” 

“Three years ago I was won- 
rously saved in my living recom 
while reading one of your tracts,” 

* * * 

“I gave my last What Must I 
Do to Be Saved to my uncle and 
through its blessed contents, he 
has gloriously been saved. He was 
one of the wickedest men I ever 
knew, but the Lord took hold of 
him and saved him.,., ” 

* * 4: 

Louisiana colored boy, seven- 
teen, Willie Francis, scheduled to 
die May 3, saved through book, 


Revival Appeals after electric 
current failed. 
c= —% 


“Last Sunday in the Greyhound 
Bus Depot I came across the 
tract, What Must I Do to Be 
Saved? How can I think you for 
helping me to realize that Christ 
is my Saviour? .. . Tomorrow 

(Continued on Page 5) 


eee eo Cn oa 


a3 | 


their sins. 


fice, and the wood, and the 
water that was in the trench.” 


seph. 


they get no answer. 


but to no avail. 


Then Elijah erects the 
down altar, places the prepared 
sacrifice thereon, calls unto his 
God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and of Israel—‘“Then the fire of 
the Lord fell and consumed the 
sacrifice.” 

My prayer is, “O, God! Let 
the fire fall!” I read once of a 
church that burned, and while in 
the process of burning an infidel 
of the community was running to 
see the fire. A church member 
called to him, “This is the first 
time I have ever seen you run to 
church,” “Well,” said the infidel, 
“this is the first time the church 
has been on fire.” 

I believe the lack of fire in the 


fallen 


— 


a ae 
—_ So 7 + 
: —— 


J 


Rev. Covell Keenum 


“Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the 
stones, and the dust, 
I Kings 18:38. 


— 


burnt-sacri- 
and licked up the 


I am greatly moved, my heart burns, my soul yearns 
every time I read of the great victory won by this lone man 
of God. Get the picture: the heathen, idol worshippers have 
gathered to match their god, Baal, 
the living God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jo- 
They cry unto their god, Baal, 
noon, from noon until time for the evening sacrifice} and 
Elijah teases them, tells them to call a 
little louder in case their god should be asleep, or on a long 
journey. They cut themselves with stones and cry louder; 


against Elijah’s God, 


from morning until 


LET THE FIRE FALL 


By EVANGELIST COVELL KEENUM 
507 Srd Ave. W., Decatur, Alabama 


ended in the divorce courts. 
Our schools are filled with Com- 


munism and infidelity. Russia 
has been successful in getting 
Communism in our schools. The 


Soviet’s former ambDassadress to 
Mexico, Madam Kollonta, boasted: 
“Immorality in our schools is mak- 
ing satisfactory progress; many 
young girls of fifteen are already 
pregnant.” 

Throughout all the ages low- 
minded men have four-flushed and 
profiteered in the selling of filth; 


but it remained for Sigmund 
pulpit will empty the pews. The | Freud to take obscenity out of the 
little girl who was trying to | gutter and place it in our colleges 
quote, “Many are called, but few/and universities. Freud claims 
are chosen,’ and who misquoted it,| that the primary cause of “neu- 
“Many are cold, and a few are/rosis” and all forms of insanity is 
frozen,” unconsciously described | “suppressed sexuality.” In short, 
many church members. The cry-j{he believes it best for human be- 
ing need today is fire in wee te to live like animals. The 
churches. The Methodists and teaching of free love, as well as all 
Presbyterians need a good sprink- Mhe~ rest of his tomfoolery, has 
ling with hot lead, and the Bap-/ caused a wave of immorality to 
tist need a good ducking in boiling | sweep the youth of our schools 
oil, like we have never known before. 
May we, for our outline, first of |A prominent doctor, in the seat 
all consider our predicament; sec- | of one of America’s state universi- 
ondly, may be consider God’s| ties, has said that social diseases 
power; thirdly, may we consider | have attained the proportion of a 
God's price. plague among college students. 


lin Coaniden Qur-Peedionmentey: 


1. God has. been 
Most of the people 
God in consideration. 
garded, disrespected, 


disregarded. 
do not take 
He is disre- 
disbelieved, 


laughed at, mocked at, and scoff- 
ed at by many. The Ten Com- 
mandments, God's perfect ethical 
standard of law, once held in high 
esteem—the foundation of our 
constitution—is today no more 
than a piece of ordinary scrap 
paper. The Lord’s day is dese- 
crated. Most people thing of it 
as a holiday instead of a holy day. 
The river banks are lined with 
fishermen; golf __—ilinks, tennis 
courts, ball parks, theaters, grog- 
shops, juke-joints, honky-tonks 
are filled to overflowing. Mar- 
riage vows are broken. I have 
read that one out of every five 
marriages go on the rocks. I 
have also read of some counties 


where one of every two marriages 


_brofessor~loba-B.. Watson, for- 
merly of Johns Hopkins University 
is quite sure that the family is 
withering away. He contributed 
to the thick volume entitled, The 
New Generation, an article with 
the title, “After the Family, 
What?" Dr. Watson believes moth- 
ers to be unfit to rear their own 
children, that children are “‘warp- 
ed’””’ and made “anti-social” by 
growing up in the home of their 
parents. In this article Dr. Wat- 
son says: “And will the home be 
missed? I know that we can plan 
and equip an institution today that 
will be better run than any home 
I have ever been in, because the 
nursery will be planned for the 
child. Its only business will be 
the care and happiness of the 
child, I would gamble my all, 
too, that after three months in 
our~nursery no youngster will 
(Continued on Page 4) 


(Preached at Evansville 


I am preaching tonight on con- 


fession of sin. There is a lot in 


the Bible about confession of sin 
but not much in the pulpits about 
it. 

There is a lot in the Bible about 
confession of sin, but not- much of 
it among Christians. 


Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that 
covereth his sins shall not pros- 
per: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”’ 


Here is another Scripture in 
Matthew, chapter 3. John the 
Baptist was having a revival meet- 
ing. How did he have a revival? 
He got people convicted about 
Verses 5 and 6. say: 
“Then went out to him Jerusalem, 
and all Judaea, and all the region 
round--about Jordan, And were 
baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins.” 


Confession has a big place in 


the Bible. All the,way through 
the Bible. talks about sin and the 
confession of sin. “He that cov- 


ereth his. sins shail not prosper: 


but whoso confs and forsak- 


Rescue Mission, Evansville, 
ber 30, 1946. Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


OVERED SINS 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


Indiana, Decem- 


eth them shall have mercy.’ 

I am talking tonight about 
Christians as well as lost people. 
I will get to lost people after a 
bit, but. most of the Scriptures 
about confession of sin are about 
Christian people, saved people, 
converted people. 

{. Bible Christians Who Con- 
. fessed Their Sins 

Let me give you some of the 
cases where converted people, 
saved people, confessed their sin 
in the Bible. 

1, Nehemiah’s Confession 

I turn to Nehemiah 1:5, 6: 

“And said, I beseech thee, O 
Lord. God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that 
love him and observe his com- 
mandments: Let thine ear now be 
attentive, and thine éyes open, 
that thou mayest hear the prayer 
of thy servant; which I pray be- 
fore thee now, day and night, for 
(the children of Israel thy servants, 
and confess the sins of the chil- 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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More About 


the Revival 


in Ireland 


By REV. GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 
The Million Testaments Campaign 


Last week we published the 
chapter, “When the Fire Fell in 
Ireland,” one of a series of ar- 


ticles from the book, When the 


Fire Fell, by Mr. Davis. This 
chapter continues the story of that 
Irish revival in 1859. 


The Revival Fire Spreads 

The revival] rapidly spread from 
place to place in northern Ire- 
land, In homes, in churches, in 
open-air meetings, people came 
under the influence of the heav- 
enly flame, and found their lives 
transformed by a new power that 
flooded their souls with heavenly 
giory. 

Amazing Conversions 

In one district not far from 
Dundrod there was a young man 
of wild and reckless habits who 
treated the revival with scorn. He 
was so much opposed to the 
movement that he forbade his 
sisters to go too near the meet- 
ings lest they should bring the 
plague home with them. But he 
himself soon became one of the 
most zealous of the revival con- 
verts. 

There was a girl who had been 
converted in the Dundrod meet- 
ings. She was now filled with a 
great love for the lost and a 
great desire to lead them to 
Christ. This girl went from house 
to house pleading with the un- 
saved to accept Christ. In a prov- 
idential manner she was led to 
the home of this young scoffer. 
She pled with him with gentle, 
but intense earnestness. She im- 
plored him to pray. 

Presently, under the influence 
of the Spirit of God, the young 
man softened and began to yield. 
Now let the revival narrator tell 


the rest of the story: 


“Now, they are on their knees 
together; while father and moth- 
er, and sisters and brothers, stand 
awhile in wonder, then kneel too, 
and all pray earnestly. The young 
man struggles, feels a choring 
sensation in his throat, and a 
pressure on his heart; his bosom 
heaves with strange emotions. 
The strong man is. bowed down, 
the hard heart is softening, the 
Spirit is striving; and now the 
struggle is over, and another Saul 
stands up. Rejoicing in his new- 
born freedom, he asks for work, 
saying, ‘Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? The work is given, 
and with all his heart he sets 
about doing it. 

“In his family he begins, and 
soon all the members of his 
household are changed; father, 
mother, sisters and brothers — 
blessing God for bringing salva- 
tion into their home. Now he 
goes in haste to rouse his sleep- 
ing neighbors and friends. He 
stands up in the midst of hun- 
dreds’ in the open-air meetings 
proclaiming the glad tidings of 
salvation, and glorying in the 
possession of a light, and life, 
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and joy, never felt nor dreamed 
of before, 


“He seeks his old companions, 
whom he led in many a revel, and 
on the following Sabbath, in the 
face of the most crowded and 
solemn assembly ever held among 
us, he marches up at the head 
of nearly one hundred individuals, 
who, in front of the pulpit, sign 
the total abstinence pledge. His 
mission does not end here. He 
and others visit from house to 
house hold prayer-meetings, and 
the revival spreads around until 
every family in the district can 
count its converts; and in more 
than one instance whole families 
‘joy in God, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom they have re- 
ceived the atonement.’ 

Such Glorious Times! 

“There is life now in the peo- 
ple, a new, a spiritual.life. The 
Spirit has quickened hundreds 
who were ‘dead in trespasses and 
sins.’ The cry is heard on all sides, 
‘Such times, such glorious times! 
the Lord indeed is come among 
us.’ Prayers issue from lips that 
jnever moved in audible prayer 
before; and oh, such prayers! so 
rich in Scripture language, so 
fervent, for icy hearts are melted 
as if by fire from Heaven. Men 
and women pray; father follows 
a son, or a sister, or a brother. 
They are resolved to take Heaven 
by force and not to yield until 
they themselves, and their friends 
stand within the city of God. 

“Prayer-meetings are appoint- 
ed in the several] districts of the 
congregation, but wherever there 
is an earnest seeking soul, the 
people meet for prayer. The songs 
of Zion ascend from almost every 
house. And in the still summer 
evening, strains of heavenly mu- 
sic seem to float on the tremulous 
air. Imagination is busy, and no 
wonder, aS men pause on the 
highway to catch the sweet 
sounds, now soft and low, rising 
and falling, and now ringing like 
the chimes of church-bells. They 
thought the angels were above 
and around them. They thought 
they heard the festive chimes of 
Heaven, the pealing of the bells 
in the city of God, as the heavenly 
host proclaimed the § triumpfis 
which their Lord was achieving 
over his foes on the earth. 

‘Hark, how they sweetly sing, 

Worthy is our Saviour King; 

Loud, let his praises ring, 

Praise, praise for aye.’ ”’ 

Great Conviction 

The Spirit of God came upon 
people right in their own homes, 
and sometimes they were thrown 
into agony of remorse for their 
sins. Rev. J. M. Killen of Comber 
tells of one such case: 

“An elderly woman, the mother 
of a family, who had been a 
careless, cursing creature, and one 
greatly opposed to the revival, was 
suddenly and violently prostrated 
on her own kitchen floor, When 
I first saw her she was rolling 


$5.00 re the ground and writhing with 


agony. Her appearance was cer- 
ee 


eh ; 


tainly the most satanic I ever be- 
held. The bystanders were over- 
awed; all feJt that influences more 
than human were at work. A 
medical man was sent for ,but he 
fled at the sight, declaring that 
it was a case for a clergyman, 
and not for a physician. The 
unhappy woman was evidently the 
subject of a great spiritual con- 
flict. Her cries for about an 
hour were terrific. She declared 
that Satan and al) the devils in 
hell were round about her. 

“Gradually her shrieks subsided, 
and as the paroxysms wore off, 
she settled down into a sort of 
despairing calm. For days she 
continued weak in body and dis- 
tressed in soul. But at length the 
light broke, her bonds were 100s- 
ed, she saw and embraced Christ, 
obtained peace, and was filled with 
a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. And she is now one of the 
finest specimens of Christian 
character, and of a mother in Is- 
rael, I have ever known—disting- 
fished by her strong faith, her 
arden love and her Christian meek- 
ness, her sweetness of temper, and 
an almost uninterrupted realiza- 
tion of her Redeemer’s presence, 
combined with a very profveund 
reverence for Messiah’s character, 
a strong desire to promote His 
glory, and a most extreme sensi- 
tiveness lest she should do any- 
thing to forfeit the enjoyment of 
His love. ‘O Sir,’ said she lately 
to me, ‘I am just watching how I 
lift and lay down my feet, lest I 
should offend Him.’ ”’ 


Saloons Lose Customers 

As was natural in such a spir- 
itua] awakening the public-houses 
(saloons) lost many of their cus- 
tomers, while some of them were 
closed entirely. A minister who 
took an active part in the revival 
tells how one of the largest pub- 
lic-houses in his. district was 
closed: 

“The owner did a large business 
and was making money fast. He 
had a wife and rising family to 
support. But he had a conscience, 
and had for some time felt uneasy 
and unhappy in his mind because 
he could not reconcile his profes- 
sion as a Christian with his trade 
as a publican (saloon-kKeeper). He 
told me that even before the re- 
vival he could not, with profit, sit 
under my ministry and dared not 
go to the Lord’s table while en- 
gaged in such an accursed pusi- 
ness. 


“The revival came. It roused 
his conscience afresh, and it gave 
him no rest. In his neighbor- 
hood, particularly in One house, 
Were many cases of conviction 
and many meetings. He attended 
them all; saw and heard and judg- 
ed for himself. 

“He said to me one morning, ‘I 
want to consult you about this 
business of mine; I don’t like it-— 
I have long felt unhappy in it— 
I will give it up. Shall I do so 
now—or wait until I sell out my 
stock ?” 

“I gave him my opinion, -and 
on that same evening every punch- 
eon of whiskey and barrel of beer 
and ale, every bottle and glass, 
and every article used in the trade 
had disappeared; and on the next 
morning I saw their vacant spaces 
filled with barrels and bags of 
meal and flour, sides of bacon, 
etc. This was a noble triumph. 
Dagon had fallen before the ark 
of God. One fountain of evil was 
closed forever. 

“Great was the amazement of 
the traveler when he called the 
next day for his customary glass. 
He opens his eyes, and stares and 
wonders. And ‘still his wonder 
grows’ when he steps out of the 
shop and finds that the signboard 
is gone, ‘’Tis strange, passing 
strange! either God or the Devil 
is here.” Some say, ‘He is gone 
mad like the rest. He has been 
bewitched; he has taken the re- 
vival.” He has, indeed, and has 
therefore renounced the Devil and 
all his works. 

“Afterward in the public meet- 
ing men heartily joined in the 
prayer from the pulpit, ‘God bless 
him and reward him an -hundred- 
fold’; and God heard the prayer 
and he is blessed and rejoices in 
the smiles of an approving con- 
science, and is thankful for the 
grace which enabled him to tram- 
ple on self and sin. This case 
*~% ' ; 5 {i ry ; io val 


gave a great impulse to the whole 
movement. Another public-house 
soon closed its doors, and a third, 
and now the only one in the neigh- 
borhood, gets almost nothing to 
do,” 
Ministers Become Active 
Promoters 

The ministers of northern Ire- 
land diq not simply stand by and 
watch the revival fire spread from 
place to place, They took active 
steps to promote the movement. 


| Rev. Robert Wallace, a Wesleyan 


minister of Derry, told of some 
of the means used to fan the re- 
vival flame: “Early in the sum- 
mer, arrangements were made to 
bring down from Ballymena and 
Ballymoney a number of those 
who had been recently brought 
under gracious influence, and it 
was agreed that they should take 
part in the public services in the 
Presbyterian and Wesleyan 
Churches, and also in the open 
air at the market-place. At these 
Services great crowds attended. 
The persons recently awakened 
spoke with great simplicity of the 
wonderful change that God had 
wrought in them, by grace, in the 
course of the last few weeks or 
days. A solemn awe rested upon 
the people. At the commence- 
ment of the meetings, a number 
of ministers, representing various 
denominations, met by request at 
the house of the senior Presby- 
terian minister and arranged plans 
for combined efforts to promote 
the cause of God; and in this 
manner a service was held in the 
market-place every evening 
throughout the summer. The ut- 
most unity prevailed, and this 
greatly tended to deepen the in- 
terest among the people.” 


Quit Work for Revival 


One of the chroniclers of the re- 
vival.wrote: “When I visited one 
district, I found that all labor 
was completely suspended, and 
that all the people were running 
in groups from house to house. 
In some houses, at one time, I 
counted more than a score, old 
and young, more or less affected. 
The people here seemed to ‘take 
it’ with wonderful rapidity. There 
was a regular chain of meetings 
kept up night and day, each meet- 
ing feeding the flame of zeal, and 
from each, as from a burning al- 
tar, live coals were taken to touch 
the cold lips and fire the dead 
souls of the few ‘careless ones’ 
elsewhere.” 


Another eye-witness of the 
awakening tells of the change that 
took place among the employees 
of a mill when one of them was 
converted and resolved to “pray 
through” for his ungodly work- 
mates: “A poor man, advanced in 
life and unmarried, was convert- 
ed in our congregation at the be- 
ginning of the work. As soon as 
he -himself had embraced the 
Lord, he became most anxious 
for the conversion of the family 
with whom he resided, and of his 
fellow-workmen in the mill where 
he was employed. But all these 
were most ungodly; and when they 
saw the change which had taken 
place in him, instead of rejoicing 
in his joy, they mocked, swore, 
sang impure songs, and did all 
they could to thwart and dis- 
tress him. He saw that remon- 
strances were vain, and he re- 
solved to pray for them. He did 
so, but for a time no answer came 
and he was sorely discouraged. 
Still he resolved to continue his 
supplications on their behalf. 
Then suddenly one day the men 
in the mill were astonished at 
cries proceeding from their homes, 
which were nearby. The business 
in the mill was suspended, and the 
men rushed to their houses to see 
what had caused the cries. They 
found their wives and daughters 
prostrated under strong convic- 
tion, crying to the Lord for mercy. 
The hitherto despised convert was 
at once appealed to, and, with a 
heart overflowing with gratitude, 
he led their supplications and di- 
rected all to Christ. Soon the 
Lord vouchsafe@d Hig mercy; the 
weeping penitents became rejoic- 
ing converts, and wives and 
daughters were that day added 
to the Lord. . 


“But his prayers were as yet 
only partially answered. They 
were soon to -receive a more glo- 
rious fulfillment, Some days aft- 


; ; ae 


er the above occurrence, the mill 
had again to be stopped, but this 
time not because of the women, 
but the men. Husbands and 
brothers, whilst engaged at their 
work, were arrested and smit- 
ten down whilst in the very act 
of attending the machinery, Some 
of the strongest men and great- 
est scoffers in the whole coun- 
try fell powerless in a moment 
under the mighty and mysterious 
influence that was at work. 


“Never had there been such 
a day in that’ establishment. 
Strong men were seen prostrated 
and crying for mercy. Converted 
wives and daughters bent over 
them with tears of joy, whilst 
they returned thanks to God for 
the awakening of their husbands 
and brothers, and prayed that 
soon all might rejoice with one 
another as heirs together of the 
grace of life. And such has been 
the case. The poor man’s prayer 


have indeed been answered. He 
has just heen telling me that 
the seven souls in the house 


where he resides are now all con- 
verted, and that about  nine- 
tenths of the workers in the mill 
have been visited by the Spirit 
of the Lord,” 


The same chronicler tells of 
the change that came to the men 
of a stone-quarry when the Spir- 
it of God fell upon them: “Near 
the outskirts of the parish there 
is a quarry which was formerly 
notorious for the wickedness of 
those who wrought in it. It was, 
in fact, an emporium for all 
sorts of vice; but when our re- 
vival commenced in Comber, it 
was such a strange and unheard- 
of thing among these quarrymen, 
that they resolved, through cu- 
riosity, to come-and see it. They 
accordingly attended the nightly 
prayer-meetings in our congrega- 
tion. Gradually a change crept 
over them. Drinking was dimin- 
ished, swearing Was given up, 
seriousness and anxiety prevail- 
ed. 1 was requested to go and 
preach to them during working 
hours in the middle of the day. 
I did so. Immediately on my 
appearance all work was  sus- 
pended; and, at the very busiest 
time, master and men attended 
for upwards of two hours. Un- 
der the open sky, in a sort of 
large amphitheatre formed by the 
excavation of the quarry and 
surrounded by the mountain's 
rocky walls, I proclaimed to them 


the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God. 


“Prayer-meetings amongst the 
men were immediately establish- 
ed. The head of the quarry soon 
announced to his men that he 
himself. was entirely changed, and 
declared that he had resolved to 
live henceforth only for Christ. 
A marvelous transformation was 
soon apparent among the men. 
The head of the establishment told 
me that out of ninety-six fam- 
ilies in his employment, upwards 
of ninety have now established 


family worship. ‘Drunkenness,’ 
he said, 


‘has. disappeared, and 
neither oath nor improper ex- 
pression is now heard in that 


quarry. As for myself,’ he con- 
tinued, ‘I consider myself as a 
mere steward having nothing of 
my own, and bound by feelings, 
both of responsibility and grati- 
tude, to live for God’s glory.’” 
Results Far Reaching 

The results of the revival were 
deep and permanent and far- 
reaching. The awakening brought 
a new era of grace and glory 
to the churches of northern Ire- 
land. One of the ministers wrote: 
“After examining the facts as far 
as I could gather them, I judge 
that not less than one hundred 
thousand persons in Ulster were 
brought under gracious influence 
during that time. The revival had 
the help of almost the entire sec- 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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God's Penitentiary 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ish.” No matter how wicked you 
are, God has made the greatest 
sacrifice in His power to keep you 
out of Hell. In fact, God has 
blocked the roag to Hell and men 
and women have to go over God's 
blockades to get there. So if you 
spend an eternity in God's prison 
house, it will be your fault and 
not God's. As we said in the be- 
ginning, those in the state peni- 
tentiary were guilty. God’s Word 
Says in Romans 3:23, “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.” And in Romans 
3:19 we find these words, “And all 
the world may become guilty be- 
fore God.” So no man or woman 
can say, “I am not guilty.” God 
Says you are guilty. Those men 
in the penitentiary were there 
for only a few years at best. God's 
prison is for eternity. Look at 
"iark 9:44, “Where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” Three times in this 
chapter Jesus repeats this verse. 
Eternity! Someone in their imagi- 
nation, trying to picture eternity, 
saith, “If an eagle would fly from 
the Statue of Liberty to the high- 
est peak of the Alps and sharpen 
his bill and fly back, when that 
little eagle had worn the Alps even 
with the ground, only one minute 
in eternity would have passed.” 


Just an imagination but oh, 
how awful to spend eternity in 
Hell! 


Then those men had hope. In 
God’s penitentiary there is no 
hope. In Luke 16:26 we read, 
“And beside all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fix- 
ed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence.” These words 
were spoken to a lost soul. tor- 
mented in Hell. No hope of com- 
fort or relief or answer to prayer; 
no, there is no way out of Hell. 
Neither God the Father, nor Jesus 
Christ, nor the Holy Spirit, nor 
prayers, nor time or eternity, can 
take a sou lout of Hell. What a 
fearful word, “Forever!” Every 
bolt, every door, every flame will 
sem to say, “Forever! Forever!” 
Hear a shriek, “How long? How 
long?” And the answer comes 
back, “Forever!” 

Not long ago in my home state, 


*in the city of Atlanta, Georgia, one 


of the leading hotels burned. 
Screams were heard; men and 
women leaped from the burning 
building to their death upon the 
pavement. A mother threw her 
two children out of a window and 
then leaped to her death. The 
radios, the newspapers, were talk- 
ing and writing about the great 
tragedy. As I thought of it, I 
said, “Indeed it was a tragedy, 
and the sad part was that it was 
caused by sin. But, I said, “I 
know of a greater tragedy than 
that: it is the tragedy of the soul 
that dies without Christ, where 
the shrieks and groans and flames 
will never cease.” 

1. Hell Is a Place of Unsatis- 

fied Desires 

We read in Luke 16:24, “And he 
cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in 
this flame.” Have you ever been 
in the hospital and longed for some 
water, and the nurse shook her 
head and would not allow you to 
have even a drop? How thirsty, 
how parched were those fevered 
lips! But in a little while that de- 
sire was satisfied. But Hell is a 
place of unsatisfied desires. 

When I was just a young man, 
I worked in a drug store in Jack- 
sonville, Florida. A girl came in 
one day and with tears begged me 
to let her have a little dope. Her 
arms were black and blue from 
where the needle had gone into her 
flesh. Craving dope to satisfy the 
flesh. 

Listen, you men and women who 
are living in sin, delighting in 
those things that satisfy the flesh, 
you will not find one thing in 
God’s penitentiary that will satis- 
fy you. Better think on your way 
now. Paul tried to get Felix to 
repent and come to Jesus, and 
reasoned. with him, and :pictured 
the great white throne judgment, 


but poor old Felix looked over at 
Drusilla, thought of the pleasures 
of the flesh and told God goodbye. 
But in Hell he will not have his 
desires satisfied, but will cry, “I 
am tormented!” 

I read in the paper a few days 
ago Of a young’woman in Atlanta 
who was found dead. The coroner's 
verdict was, “Death from alcohol.”’ 
Poor woman, there will be no wine 
nor whiskey in Hell., 


2. Hell Is a Place of Shame 

Daniel 12:2 says, “And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to ever- 
lasting life. and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.” 

Oh, the awful heartbreaking 
agony of shame! It drives men 
and women to suicide. In 1916 I 
was assistant manager of a na- 
tionally known organization. One 
morning when I went to the office, 
[ found the manager with a re- 
volver in his hand, a bullet in his 
heart, a note saying, “I am tired 
of life.” He was only thirty-eight 
years of age, with a wife and a 
darling baby girl. Why did he 
take his life? Because he had 
gone ou tin sin—gambling, running 
with wild companions, and then 
suddenly his guilt was found out 
and he couldn’t bear the shame. 
Yet he will have to bear the shame 
throughout eternity. 


3. Hell Is a Place of Vile 
Companionship 

Revelation 21:8 tells us, “But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcercers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death.” That 
is the company you will keep for 
an eternity in God's penitentiary. 

I was in Wisconsin holding a 
meeting and went to the barber 
shop in the hotel. While the 
barber was cutting my hair I had 
to listen to some of the leading 
business men of that city tell vile 
stories and take God’s name in 
vain. I was glad to get out of 
that awful place. But in Hell all 
one will hear will be cursing and 
vile, blasphemous cries of those 
who have rejected Jesus Christ. 


4. Hell Is a Place Where Men 
and Women Are Forsaken 
of God 


Did you ever stop and think of 
the heart-cry of Jesus in Matthew 
27:46, “And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Why had God forsaken His Son? 
At that hour He was tasting death 
and Hell for you and for me, and 
the wrath of God was poured out 
upon Him that His grace might 
be poured out upon us. No Chris- 
tian need ever fear of being for- 
saken by God. There may be times 
of deep trial when it seems as 
though He had forsaken you, but 
He says, “I will never leave ‘hee, 
nor forsake thee.” That man 
or woman who dies without Christ 
is forsaken of God forever and 
forever. 

5. God’s Penitentiary Is a 

Place of Regret 

I had an opportunity to be sav- 
ed, I was warned, I was prayed 
for, I was urged to accept Christ, 
but I would not. Many years ago 
Dr. Torrey stepped off the train 
at a station and stepped on an- 
other track. Unknown to him, the 
express was coming down the 
track. A cabman, seeing his peril, 
cried, “Mr. Torrey, get off the 
track, there is a train coming.” 
He got off the track at once, and 
thanked the man. Without Christ 
you are on the track of condemna- 
tion. Up the track I can hear the 
distant rumble of God’s wrath, 
and faster than any express train 
it will one day strike you, and then 
you will have an eternity to cry 
out, “Why didn’t I get off the 
track?” But all your regrets will 
not get you out of Hell. 


A Way of Escape 
Friend, there is only one way té 
escape God’s penitentiary, and 
that way is not by church member- 
ship, nor church ordinances, nor 
trying to be good, but by accept- 


ing the Lord Jesus Christ who 


Se 


Every Christian Has A Job 


The Apostle Paul in his Ephes- 
ian letter says, “I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech ‘you 
that ye walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called” 
(Eph. 4:1). All Christiang are 
definitely called of God to do 
certain definite tasks. Some of 
these tasks are in the estimation 
of the world may be be very lowly 
tasks, but the are never 
lowly in the eyes of the One who 
has called us. If we give a cup of 
cold water in His name we are 
rewarded. Whatsoever we do in 
word or deed we are to do for His 
glory. We are not just servants 
of God—we are children of God 
our heavenly Father. We Chris- 
tians should always remember to 
whom we belong—the name we 
represent and the One whom we 
are serving. We read that the 
greatest thing in the worid is love. 
Eloquence, wisdom, knowledge and 
alj other gifts from God are not 
to be discounted, but all the gifts 
that Christians have are not as 
great as the love of God shed 
abroad in the Christian’s heart. 
God who loved us when we were 
sinners so much that He sent His 
Son to die for us who did not love 
Him, now loves us as a father 
loves hig children. We Christians 
are brothers and sisters in the 
household of God. When we go 
out into the world we should live 
in such a way as not to reflect 
upon the name of the family. We 
shoulg do our work for our Lord in 
the most effective way possible. 
We often tell students in Bob 
Jones College that a Christian 
should do any legitimate job that a 
sinner does in a better way than 
the sinner does the job, provided 
the Christian has the same amount 
of natura] ability that the sinner 
has. The sinner is a child of the 
Devil. The Christian is the child 
of God. The Christian, therefore, 
hag a reputation to sustain that 
the sinner does not have. 

x 4 + x 
God Gives Grace for Any Work 
He Appoints 

“But unto every one of us is 

given grace according to the 


tasks 


measure of the gift of Christ” 
(Eph. 4:7). The Apostle Paul 
used these words in connectic. 


with his statement about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. ascending on high 
and leading captivity captive and 
about His giving some apostles 
and some evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers. The apostles, the 
priphets, the evangelists, the 
prophets and teachers are God’s 
gifts to the church. The apostolic 
gift, the prophetic gift, the evange- 
listic gift, and the pastor and 
teacher gift are God's gifts to the 
apostles, the prophets, the evange- 
lists, the pastors, and the teachers. 


Dr. Bob 
Jones Says— 


By EVANGELIST BOB JONES, SR. 


President 


Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tennessee 


When God calls a man to do any 
task, He supplies all the grace the 
man needs to do successfully the 
task to which he is called. Chris- 
tian workers can do anything they 


ought to do. They can travel any 
road they ought to travel, saij any 
sea they ought to sail, scale any 
walls they ought to scale and do 
any job they ought to do. Back 
of God's commands He puts divine 
grace and omnipotent power. 
Christians should not lay a pre- 
dicate for failure. No consecrated, 
surrendered, Spirit-led Christian 
ever failed in any undertaking to 
which he was calleg, “Whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.” The 
Christian may not see the pros- 
perity in this world, but when we 
all get to Heaven and all the re- 
turns from all the unselfish, 
Spirit-directed work of Christians 
are brought to light out in etern- 
ity there will be no Christian fail- 
ures, provided the Christians were 
yielded unconditionally to God and 
provided they did the work to 
which God called them, 


. 4 * eas 
Do Not Give Place to the Devil 


We are exhorted in the Bible 
not to give place to the Devil. 
When the writer was in college he 
knew a student who, in the sum- 
mertime, went out and sold books 
and made enough money to come 
back to college in the fall. “How 
do you sell so many books?” we 
asked our friend. “It is not diffi- 
cult,” he replied. “I knock at the 
door. The lady of the house comes 
to answer the door. She opens 
the door and I put my foot inside 
and she doesn’t close the door on 
my foot, so I go to talking to her, 
and the first thing I know she 
opens the door and I go in and in 
most cases I manage to get the 


order.” The agent won because 
the woman gave place to. the 
agent. If she had not opened the 


door so he could get his foot in 
she would never have given him 
an order. If we open the door 
just enough to let the Devil get his 
foot in, he will probably come on 
in the house a little later. That is 
the way so many people fall into 
sin. A large percentage of people 
in their hearts really would like 
to do the right thing, but they 
begin to compromise just a little. 
They give a little place to the 
Devil and then the Devil takes 
over. No person ever went into 
great and terrible sin who did not 
first compromise on some little 
point. Next to God the Devil is 
the most powerful personality in 
the universe. He is known as a 
serpent and a deceiver. He never 
comes to any decent person in his 
true form. He always comes 
dressed up. He comes as an angel 


"rdied in your stead on Calvary’s 
cross. We have a wonderful illu- 
stration in the Word of God of 
how Jesus died in the other man’s 
place. You remember Pilate said, 
“Whom will ye that I release unto 
you? Barabbas, or Jesus?” And 
the crowd cried, “Barabbas.” 

In my imagination I can see 
Barabbas in prison awaiting the 
hour of death. He is already con- 
demned to die. The afternoon be- 
fore the crucifixion I can see his 
loved ones visit him. After a bit 
the jailer says, “Time is up.” I 
see him put his arms around those 
whom he loves and bid them good- 
by. Perhaps it is his wife and 
children. He stands at the window 
and watches them as they go down 
the road and waves what he thinks 
is his last farewell. “I can 
imagine,” he says, “this will be 
the last time to see the sunset. 
Tomorrow I die.” The night 
passes away and it is early in the 
morning. He hears the soldiers 
giving orders as to the crosses. 
Suddenly the voice of the jailer 


is heard, “‘Barabbas, 


free man.” 

“Oh, Mr. Jailer®this is too seri- 
ous to joke about!” 

“Barabbas, I am not joking; 
you are a free man.” 

“How did it happen?” asks 
Barabbas. “I am a guilty murder- 
er. I was rightfully condemned to 
die.”’ 

“Come with me,” says the jailer, 
“and I will show you why you 
will not have to die.” 

They wend their way down the 
road to a place called Calvary. 
There a great crowd is iit in the |, 
Then he looks toward a hill in the 
shape of a skull. He sees three 
men hanging on crosses. The 
jailer says, “Barabbas, do you see 
that man with the crown of-thorns 
upon His brow? Well, He is dy- 
ing on the cross that was made 
for you, and you will not have to 
die.” I have often wondered if 
that hardened criminal did not 
brush a tear from. his eye and. say 


(Continued on Page 4) 


you are a 


of light. We should give no place 
to the Devil. He is bigger and 
smarter and hag had more experi- 
ence than any of us.. He has been 
wrecking through the centuries 
multiplied millions who gave some 
small place to him before he com- 
pletely destroyed them. 


% > s > 


Christians Should Flee From 
Temptation 


We are told in God's Word to 
count it all joy when we fall into 
divers temptations. It is signifi- 
cant that it does not say, “Count it 


all joy when you walk into temp- 
tation.” Some people have a way 
of calling on the Devil with the 
idea of demonstrating that they 
can do this and come back home 
all right. But as a matter of fact, 
when a person deliberately makes 
a social visit to the Devil he has 
already yielded, because our Lord 
Says, ‘Avoid the very appearance 
of evil.’ The Lord assures us that 
there ig no temptation that over- 
takes us but such as is common 
to man. Any temptation any of 
us ever had is a temptation that 
ig more or less common. Other 
people are tempted just as we 
are. Our Lord also assures us 
that with every temptation there 
is a way of escape. We often 
tell our students at the college 
one way of escape is two good 
legs. We are told in God’s Word 
to flee youthful lusts. When a 
man feels himself weakening in 
the hour of temptation he should 
run away from the temptation. 
The writer has known many men 
to fall into sin because they did 
not flee but stayed in contact with 
the temptation from which they 
could have gotten away. We are 
not told in the Bible to run from 
the Devil. We can’t run from 
him. He is the prince of the power 
of the air and under him are multi- 
plied thousands of evil messengers 
who do his bidding. So as far as 
this earth is concerned the Devil 
through his demons is practically 
omnipresent. You cannot shut 
evil spirits out of a room, but no 
man has to stay in a room and 
expose himself to the temptations 
of the flesh. 
Devil in the name of Jesus Christ 
and stay where we are, but we will 
not resist the flesh if we deliber- 
ately expose ourselves to tempta- 
tion. Christian young people need 
to read over and over and over the 
statement, “Flee youthful lusts.” 
They should not only read these 
words, but they should obey them. 
You -Christian young people who 
read these lines will have enough 
battles to fight without looking 
for a battle. Multiplied thousands 
are falling at the right of us and 
at the left of us. May God save 
all who read these words from de- 
liberately exposing themselves to 
temptations which they could 
avoid. Do not call on the Devil. If 
he calls on you resist him. Do not 
warm yourself at the wicked fires 
kindled by the flesh. Get away 
from the fire. Stay away from it. 
If you play around the fire sooner 
or later you will get burned. 
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want to go home even for a week- 
end.” Sure, get the kids away 
from their parents so they will not 
be told of Jesus Christ, the Man 
who forgives sin. Feed them a 
state religion. Let the young 
girls give birth to illegitimate 
children, put them in institutions 
so they will never have the re- 
sponsibility of a home. Let them 
dance, guzzle beer, sip cocktails, 
suck cigarettes, give away their 
souls and go to Hell. Who cares? 
Not many college professors, and 
far too few mothers and fathers. 
I say, God has been disregarded, 
and as a result the Lord’s day 
has been desecrated! The Ten 
Commandments are. gone! Our 
marriage vows are denied! Our 
schools are full of infidelity! Our 
news stands are loaded with trash! 
Liquor fills the windows of drug 
stores, grocery stores, cafes and 
hotels! O God! Let the fire fall. 


2. Christ has been dethroned. 
His message has been disbelieved. 
I have listened to big politicians 
and preachers of The Federal 
Council of Churches read their 
prayers over the radio, and at 
the close instead of praying in 
Jesus’ name they would say, “In 
the name of God, the creator of 
the universe.” I say to you, dear 
friend, that was nothing short of 
blasphemy in the eyes of God. My 
Bible tells me that “there is one 
God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (I Tim. 2:5). The only 
way we can reach God is through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. It is not 
through ignorance that Jesus is 
left out; these prayers have been 
carefully prepared and the name 
of Jesus purposely left out in order 
that Jews, lodge members, and a 
host of cults would not be offend- 
ed. 


The message of Jesus, the vir- 
gin born Son of God, has been 
substituted, and so we have the 
bloodless gospel of the modernist 
(which isn’t the gospel). We have 
the Fox sisters and Spiritism and 
the apostate child Theosophy, 
Mary Baker Glover Patterson 
Eddy and Christian Science, Unity, 
Baha’ism, Mormonism, Seventh 
Day Adventism, Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, Buchmanism, and myriads 
of others; but I am persuaded to 
believe that the orthodox™ church 
is doing more to hurt the cause “of 
Jesus Christ than all these cults. 
Think of the programs, games, 
parties, the social gospel] _ that 
leaves Jesus on the outside. Truly 
Jesus Christ has been dethroned. 


3. America has been debauched. 
Since the war began, an estimated 
half million American girls under 
sixteen years of age have been 
lured into vice and immorality. 
The leading newspapers of the 
country give some shocking re- 
ports concerning the condition of 
our young people. 


From New York: ‘Juvenile de- 
linquency has hit an all time high. 
Girls from ten to fourteen years 
of age are flocking through the 
police courts by the thousands.” 

From Illinois: “The state has 
been swept by a wave of illegiti- 
macy. In one high school of three 
hundred, twenty-six girls are preg- 
nant. In one city with a high 
school population of four thous- 
and, more than one thousand girls 
are reporetd to be diseased; an- 
other five hundred are expectant 
mothers.” — , 

From California: ‘“‘Thrill-thirsty 
bands of young girls are prowling 
the streets of leading cities every 
night. They prefer soldiers, but 
they are on the march for immor- 
ality, regardless. They have 
adopted the ‘eat, drink and be 
merry, for tomorrow wWe die’ phil- 
osophy.” 

From Massachusetts: “The war 
has. resulted in an army of unpaid 
prostitutes. Mothers have flocked 
to the war industries. Their chil- 
dren have been dumped upon the 
streets to patronize the movies, 
and then roam the streets all 
night, putting into practise the 
Hollywood idea that what makes 
life interesting and exciting is a 
round of cheap sex affairs,”’ 

From Michigan: ‘Competent 
medica] authorities reveal that 
more than twenty-five percent of 
the high.school girls of represen- 


a 


Fire Fall 


tative cities have contracted social 
diseases since Pea.. Harbor.” 

From Louisiana: ‘“Alcoholically 
and sexually intoxicated girls on 
the night prowl have required the 
hiring of extra law enforcement 
officers in leading cities. Moral 
lawlessness is at its highest point 
in history.” 

From Washington, D. C.: This 
report comes from one of the na- 
tion’s best authorities on juvenile 
delinquency. This is the over all 
picture of the nation. Our cas- 
uality list for teen-age girls has 
passed the million mark. This is 
what has happened since Pearl 
Harbor: “Teen-age girls lured in- 
to vice and immorality: 1,100,000. 
Teen-agers afflicted with social 
disease: 300,000. Teen-age_ girls 
with illegitimate off-spring: 75,- 
000. 

Beloved, these reports are 
enough to make the blood run red 
hot in every blue-blooded patriotic 
citizen of the United States, let 
alone the born again children of 
God. Our only hope is revival. 
© God! Please let the fires fall. 

Ii. Considegs God’s Power 
. 1. May we first consider God's 
power in past revivals. As I read 
my Bible and accounts of great 
men in the past who had revivals 
I note one thing; they were al- 
ways in the minority, and most 
always the people were living in 
deep sin as a nation. This was 
true in Elijah’s day. He was the 
Icne man, willing to take a stand 
for God. This doesn’t mean that 
he was the only man God had for 
Obadiah had hidden one hundred 
of God’s prophets in a cave and 
provided for them bread and 
water. God has more than a hun- 
dred God-called preachers today 
who are Jezebel fed. They are 
the Dr Sounding Brass kind who 
give book reviews and preach ser- 
monettes of social gospel. They 
dare not cry out against sin and 
preach that without shedding of 
blood there is no remission for 
sin; but thank God, we don’t have 
to depend upon them for a revival. 
God will give one man a revival. 
If I depended upon getting the 
whole church revived in order to 
have a revival, my faith would be 
mighty weak. I go into the 
church for a revival and I begin 
to feel for God’s little hand full, 
and soon they show up. I get 
them to praying for me, and bur- 
dened for revival and it is cer- 
tain to come. My! It must have 
been hard for Elijah to look wick- 
ed Ahab in the face and ask him 
to gather up his men. Think of 
it! One man standing against the 
450 prophets of Baal, and the 400 
who ate at Jezebel’s table weren't 
much prospect for a_ revival 
around there; but Elijah had his 
faith in God. Therefore he was 
able to call down the fire. 

God let the fire fall for Peter 
on the day of Pentecost. Think 
of it! A few days before Peter 
was denying Christ before the lit- 
tle girl, and now he is bold, braz- 
en Peter standing before the mul- 
titude, preaching the message that 
sent his Master. to the-° cross. 
What made the great difference? 
I'll tell you what made the differ- 
ence, Peter had fire in his heart. 
O God! Please let the fire fall. 
Again God let the fire fall in the 
past for men like the Wesleys, 
Whitefield, Edwards, Taylor, 
Moody, Chapman, Torrey, Sunday. 
I say, God had“the power in the 
past in spite of the fact that Sa- 
tan had the people in deep sin. 

2. May we consider God’s pow- 
er in present revivals. We are 
glad to be able to report to you 
that God is giving revivals today. 
My beloved pastor, the late Dr. 
John C, Cowell, Jr., had the pow- 
er of God upon him and hundreds 
of souls were saved in nearly 
every one of his meetings. I have 
held meetings in towns where he 
had been and always find his con- 
verts fresh, shining, glowing and 
growing. One of his converts in 
Anniston, Alabama, who was call- 
ed into the ministry, told me of 
the wonderful power God had giv- 
en him to hold his crowds. He 
told of a Sunday afternoon serv- 
ice for ladies only, and on this 
afternoon President Roosevelt 
(then in his first term) was to 
speak for fifteen minutes from 
the rear platform of his special 


train at the same time of his 
afternoon service. In spite of the 
fact that the President of the 
United States was speaking at 
the same hour, Dr. Cowell's large 
150 foot tent that would seat 
around 2,000 people was jammed 
and every available inch .was tak- 
en, and in the invitation 250 
women were saved. 


Dr. M. F. Ham, one of God’s 
modern day prophets, has had 
thousands saved in this_ hard, 
cold, formal, modernistic twenti- 
eth century. I was in a special 
meeting for men in the Central 
Baptist church of Decatur, Ala- 
bama, and Dr. Ham was preach- 
ing. One hundred men responded 
to the invitation for salvation that 
night. The next night he spoke 
to the ladies and still had more, 
Ir some of his large city-wide 
meetings in North and South 
Carolina he has had six and seven 
thousand saved. It is also dis- 
gusting to hear people say, “Oh, 
we are in the last days and there 
is a great falling away. You 
can’t expect God to give a re- 
vival now.” That is backsliding 
in the first degree. I have never 
found in my Bible where God was 
going to stop saving people in 
the last days. I read in my Bible 
that people will be saved even in 
the tribulation period. Some peo- 
ple say we can’t expect to have 
souls saved like Chapman, Moody 
and Sunday did for this is a dif- 
ferent day. Oh, no. Your cold 
backslidden heart is the only dif- 
ference. 


You listen to me! God is still 
in the soul-saving business today. 
He saved 2,320 in three weeks for 
Dr. Hyman Appelman in Phila- 
delphia in 1942, I believe. He is 
savings hundreds and thousands 
for him now, and He is doing 
the same for Dr. Rice, Dr. Han- 
kins and others today. I say, God 
is giving present day revivals. 

3. May we consider God’s power 
for prospective revivals. I believe 
the prospects are good for revival; 
hard yes, but was it not hard on 
the day of Pentecost? Think of 
all those guys standing around 
who had crucified Christ. . 1 have 
never seen a place that hard. 
God’s Word says the prospects are 
good, “Ask, and it shall be given 


you; seek, and ye _ shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you” (Matt. 7:7). Again 
God says: “Call upon me, and I 


will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). I 
can’t see where these Scriptures 
apply only to the age of the refor- 
mation, or to the age of White- 
field, Moody, or Sunday. I am 
persuaded that if we had Moody, 
Whitefield, or Sunday living with 
us today they would be having 
revivals, 

We have great prospects for a 
revival in II Chronicles 7:14, “If 
my people, which are called by 
name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.’””’ Here God says, 
‘If my people will humble them- 
selves and seek My face, and pray, 
I will give them a revival.’ I say, 


God has the power and the pros- 


pects are good for revival. 

Ill. Consider Gods’ Price 

1. I believe the very first price 
to be paid is that of separation. 
We read in the Word where God 
says: “Love. not the world, 
neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in 
him” (I John 2:15). The Word 
of God also says: “And be not 
conformed to this world; but be 


ye transformed by the renewing | 


of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 
12:2). I believe the doctrine of 
sanctification is the starting point 
for every man, woman, boy-.or girl 
who expects to win souls for the 
Lord Jesus. Secondly, I believe 
it needs to be preached. I have 
heard so-called evangelists say, 
“I am not here to tell you how 
to dress and to stey away from 


the godless, god-hating, Christ re- 


jecting, commercial moving pic- 
ture show. I am not here to tell 
you whether or not it is wrong 
to dance or go mixed bathing or 
play cards, ete. I believe’ in 
preaching a positive gospel instead 


of a negative one. I preach more 
do’s and less don’ts.” I heard this 
same preacher in a radio broadcast 
one morning telling of the meet- 
ing that he was then engaged in; 
said he was having it pretty tough 
since there was a carnival in town. 
He went on to say some things 
about it, then he said, ‘Now don't 
get me wrong. I’m not against the 
carnival; it’s just unfortunate that 
we are in town at the same time. 
The American Legion sponsored 
it. Reckon that could make the 
diffference? The’ sheriff was 
against the carnival though, and 
went out and closed some of the 
gambling joints and brought some 
of the naked girls and put them 
in jail. It is terribly disgusting 
when preachers get so low that 
they will tell the world they aren't 
against gambling and lewd, nude, 
naked shows. 


I have helped in temperance 
drives to dry up counties, and in 
getting the organization together 
have found many preachers who 
said they were against liquor, and 
that their people knew they were 
against it; but openly said they 
would take no part in ridding 
their county of the damnable stuff. 
I wonder why they do not keep 
their mouths shut about the blood 
of Jesus Christ atoning for their 
sins. After all, their people know 
they believe that. I say, the Book 
not only says for us to come out 
from among the world and touch 
not the uncdean thing, and have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather re- 
prove them. Paul believed in 
preaching some don'ts. I say, 
this modern psychology of not 
using the word don’t—just get the 
people saved, and then they will 
love God, and not care for the 
things of the world—is Satan’s 
psychology and is not Scriptural. 
Paul says, brother, that it is not 
enough to come out of the world, 
but we are to reprove the unfruit- 
ful workers of darkness. I say, 
the very first price we must pay 
to have revival is the price of 
separation. You can’t clean filth 
with filth. 


2. And then there is the price 
of supplication. The fire has al- 
ways fallen for men of prayer. 
The fire fell for Martin Luther, 
and it is said that he prayed for 
two hours a day. The fire fell 
for Moses and he was a man of 
prayer. The fire fell for Elijah 
and he was a man of prayer. The 
fire fell on the day of Pentecost, 
and for ten days in the upper 
room they prayed. The fire fell 
for Whitefield and the Wesleys 
and they spent the larger part of 
their mornings in Bible study and 
prayer. It is utterly foolish for 
us to try to do God's work with- 
out God’s power, 


When I say we need to pay the 
price of supplication I do not 
mean our regular nightly prayers 
that many of us say in bed half 
asleep. I think we need to seek 
and agonize. Jeremiah says: “Call 
unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not.” 
And again in Matthew 7:7, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, 


el 


and ye shal] find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.” The 
promises are ours and they work 
today as they have in days gone 
by. I say, to have God’s fire to 
fall it takes a lot of real prayer. 


3. Our next price to pay is that 
of soulwinning. All the men that 
God has given great revivals have 
been personal soulwinners. The 
Lord Jesus was a personal soul 


winner. He dealt personally with 
Nicodemus, the woman at the 
well, the rich young ruler, and 


others. When a man gets so busy 
that he can’t do personal work he 
wili not forget that he is busier 
than Jesus ever got to be. Paul 
was a personal soul winner. He 
won Lydia, he witnessed to the 
kings. In short, I believe he wit- 
nessed to everyone he met. Hud- 
son Taylor gave out gospel tracts 
at the race tracks and cheap 
boarding houses. George White- 
field went into the fields and 
preached to the peasants. Spur- 
geon, Moody, and Finney were all 
personal soul winners. I am 
afraid today we want the fire to 
fall at the expense of the other 
fellow. We try to preach the other 
fellow into doing our work. We 
are so busy with other things. You 
know, it is amusing to me to see 
how busy the Devil has the people 
of the church today doing noth- 
ing. The average officer of the 
church spends four or five nights 
a week at the church, cooking 
and planning, gossiping and prac- 
tising. There they sit on Sunday 
morning as if they expected every 
sinner in town to walk in. They 
forget God did not command the 
sinner to come to the church; hut 
the church to go to the sinner. 
At the beginning of my revival 
meetings I call the officers of the 
church together and tell them of 
the time I use to hunt birds with 
my boy friend. He was a very 
good shot, I was very bad. In 
fact, I never have killed a quail. 
The dog would make the point, 
we would get ready, and when 
those birds got up I would shoot 
before I got my gun to my shoul- 
der, and always miss. He would 
pick out his bird, level off and 
knock him down. That was one 
season he averaged nine out of 
ten, I say to these Sunday School 
teachers, officers, deacons, etc. let 
us not win the whole town but you 
pray for God to lay one soul on 
your heart, and pray for that soul, 
and do your best to bring that 


person to church every night. It 
is not enough to invite him. ° 
You bring him him, I have 


never known a person to bring 
someone aS many as three con- 
secutive nights of the _ second 
week without being saved. Let us 
not be» so general. Let us not 
shoot in the whole covey. Let us 
pick us out a bird and bag him. 
Let us not depend on someone 
else. Let us shoulder our duty. 
A church with fifty officers gets 
fifty souls saved, and I have never 
failed to see God not give one for 
every one you get saved. You 
win one, God gives one, and you 
have one hundred saved. I say, 
if we expect the fire to fall, we 
must pay the price of personal 
soulwinning. 


God's Penitentiary 


(Continued from Page 3) 
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to himself, “Thank you, Jesus, for 
dying for me.” 

My friends, you and I were 
under condemnation, then Jesus 
came, bore our sins on Calvary’s 
cross, and because He died, you 
and I can have life eternal, for He 
died in our stead. And the only 
way to escape God's prison is to 


take Him. “For He hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him,” 
Paul says in II Corinthians 5:21. 
He wore a crown of thorns that 
you and I might wear a crown of 
righteousness. But ever remem- 
ber, you must accept Him now, for 
it will be too late when your soul 
is hurled into God’s pententiary. 
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dren of Israel, which we have 
sinned against thee: both I and 
my father’s house have sinned. We 
have dealt very corruptly against 
thee, and have not kept the com- 
mandments, nor the statutes, nor 
the judgments, which thou com- 
mandest thy servant Moses.” 

Nehemiah wants a revival. Ne- 
hemiah wants to go back and re- 
build the walls of Jerusalem. That 
is a hard job, Nehemiah, 


“I know it,” he said. “I just 
can’t do it unless God helps me. 
The people have been carried into 
captivity... God had the temple 
torn down. God had the wall of 
Jerusalem torn down. God had 
the people killed. God had the 
women with child ripped up. God 
had little babies’ brains knocked 
out on stone walls. God let Nebu- 
chadnezzar and the Babylonian 
army come and have.no pity on 
old men nor maidens. And now 
Nehemiah says, ‘Oh, if we are go- 
ing back and rebuild, we must 
have God’s blessing.’ 

“How are you going to build 
it, Nehemiah ?” 

‘We are going to turn 
from our sins. We are going to 
confess our sins to God.” “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper.” 

So Nehemiah got ready and the 
rest went with him. King Ar- 
taxerxes said, ‘Go on over there. 
You can have some folks to go 


away 


with you. God is with you.’ They 
went. And what did they do? Ne- 
hemiah 9:1, reads as follows: 


“Now in the twenty and fourth 
day of this month the children of 
Israel were assembled with fast- 
ing, and with sackclothes, and 
earth upon them.” 


How different from this crowd! 
You are a_ well-dressed bunch. 
Look at the flaming ties this 
crowd wears—and all the striped 
dresses, and the flowers in your 
hair! Look at the fur collars on 
your coats—-you sure are a well 
dressed crowd! We need a little 
more sackcloth. I am not against 
nice clothes. There is nothing 
wrong in dressing up. But I tell 
you, we surely need to get our 
hearts humble before God. We 
are a poor, undone bunch of sin- 
ners. God has turned His back on 
our nation. Our people are going 
to Hell, and we need a broken 
heart. We need to come to the 
place where we can have a re- 
vival, 


Now let us see what the people 
of Israel did, in Nehemiah 9:2, 3: 

“And the seed of Israel separat- 
ed themselves from al] strangers, 
and stood and confessed their sins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers. 
And they stood up in their places, 
and read in the book of the law of 
the Lord their God one fourth part 
of the day; and another fourth 
part they confessed, and wor- 
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I shall got to church to study 
about Him and to worship Him.”’ 
* + oa 

“TIT will be thirty-seven years old 
May 31... .I1 am very happy 
to tell you that I have been 
saved after reading a number of 
your sermons ...I went to church 
Mother’s Day and when the invi- 
tation was given, I went and 
confessed Him publicly ... ” 
““I picked up your tract, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? on the 
counter of the Oriental Cafe ... 
it was the last one. I told the 
Chinese owner I would bring it 
back after reading ...I read 
every word to my husband. He 
was saved... ” 

+ 5 

“Your tract, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved? used in salvation 
ef eighty-two souls last trip. Can 
you spere five hundred more?” 
—Telegram from a Chaplain, 

* * * » 

“T never had complete assur- 
ance before reading your book- 
let . . . Now I could shout it 
from the housetops, ‘I’m saved’!” 

ed * * 

“Your little pamphlet was left 
in my door slot ... 1 thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for 
having had it thrown my way.” 

” * * 

“IT have lived for the Devil 
thirty-nine years, but, thank God, 
I have found Jesus Christ.” 

* * * 

“It has been nearly seven: years 
ago that ‘I found Jesus as my 
Saviour while reading the ser- 
mon, Religious But Lost. Jesus 
is sweeter as the years roll on.” 

of + ok 

“IT am fifty-four years old. My 
eldest boy was killed in Germany 
and it has broken me down, I 
can’t take it. I realize now that 
it is punishment I deserve... 
I tried to get rich... I have 
received most things that I have 
wished and prayed for, generally 
to find out that I didn’t want 
them. I wanted money. My darl- 
ing boy left me nearly fifteen 
thousand dollars. Dr. Rice, I am 
a sinner and coward... Because 
now when my race is almost run, 
I want .to get right with God. 
I am willing to do anything God 
wants me to, and I believe that 
Jesus died for me.” 

= * x 

“IT have been helping out at a 
little Filipino church in Manila. 
One who received one of your 
books was a brilliant’ young Fili- 
pino. Sunday as I was hurrying 
past his house, he came running 
| out, practically in tears, and ask- 


—_— 


ed if he could speak with me. He 
told me he had read your book 
during noon hour, that your grip- 
ping message so struck him that 
he immediately realized that tho’ 
he had professed to be one, he 
was actually not a Christian. He 
was almost broken down com- 
pletely with the conviction your 
Spirit-filled message had placed 
upon his heart. So we wen. in- 
side his home and opened the 
Word of God together, reading of 
the true way of receiving eternal 
life, and then he made a sincere 


decision for Christ.” 
* + * 


Thank You Who Helped on 
Free Literature 

The year just closed has been 
a happy one in many ways. You 
have just read a few excerpts from 
the many letters that have deen 
received at The Sword of the Lord 
office for the last twelve months. 
The records show us that 395 
were saved after reading books 
and pamphlets written by Dr. 
Rice, and seventy-two wrote in 
to say that they had taken Christ 
as their Saviour after reading 
sermons published in The Sword of 
the Lord, a total of 467 for the 
year. Though we wish there had 
been more, yet we are indeed 
grateful to God for these who 
have been brought out of bond- 
age, sorrow and night, into His 
freedom, gladness and light; out 
of shameful failure and loss, into 
the glorious gain of His cross; 
out of the depths of ruin untold, 
into the peace of His sheltering 
fold. So we rejoice to bring to 
you the happy report. 

Many of you have had a great 
part. You have prayed for the 
work. You have ordered booklets 
for unsaved loved ones. You have 
sent subscriptions to those you 
knew would be blessed by the 
messages in The Sword of the 
Lord. And you have supported 
this work with your gifts. So 
you can rejoice with us, knowing 
that you have helped in a large 
Or small way. 

Though $5,669.93 was~- given 
by readers and friends for our 
free literature fund, yet $8,727.- 
49 worth of literature was given 
away and had to be made up by 
the editor and the business. For 
we gave away $14,397.42 worth 
of free literature in 1946. This 
year, with God’s blessing, we hope 
to do much more, If you wish to 
send offerings to the Free Liter- 
ature Fund, address your letters 
to Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheat- 


on, Illinois. 


shipped the Lord their God.” 

We talk about a night of pray- 
er tomorrow night, New Year’s 
eve. You think from 7:30 to mid- 
night is going to be an awful long 
time. But here they spent three 
hours reading the Bible and three 
hours confessing their sins! We 
could have a revival if we ever got 


sins and turning our backs on our 
sins and getting right in our 
hearts, getting right with people 
and with God. I thought, What 
will 1 preach tonight? Then I 
said, “The only thing we can do 
to bring about a revival anywhere 
is to get God's people back to a 
consciousness of their sins, get 
them convicted and concerned and 
repentent so they will confess 
their sins to God.” Nehemiah did 
that. 


2. Daniel’s Confession of Sin 


Sins was Daniel. Daniel was one 
of the best men the Bible tells 
about. You cannot find one line 
in the Bible that condemns him. 
Yet Daniel needed to have-a peni- 
tent time of prayer and 
sion. This is what he did, 
told in Daniel 9:3-6: 

“And I set my face unto the 
Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes: And I[ 
prayed unto the Lord my (¢iod, and 
made my confession, and said, O 
Lord, the great and dreadiul God, 
keeping the covenant and mercy 
to them that love him, and to 
them that keep his command- 
ments; We have sinned, and have 
committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts 
and from thy judgments: Neither 
have we hearkened unto thy serv- 
ants the prophets.” 

What is the matter, Daniel? 

Let us imagine that Daniel says, 
“We didn’t listen to the preach- 
ers. You know these high-pres- 
sure evangelists are always sen- 


confes- 


sational. We would not listen to 
them.” 

“So what? God kicked you out 
of the land, didn’t He? God put 


you in a foreign country, didn’t 
He? What for? Because you 
wouldn't listen to His preachers.” 
And over there Daniel in that far- 
off country opened the window 
toward Jerusalem and prayed to 
the God of Israel, the God of Jeru- 
salem, the God that had cast them 


in earnest about confessing our | 


out of their land, swept them out 
like trash is swept out. He said, 
‘O God, we wouldn't listen to 
Your preachers! We would not 
listen to Your prophets. We have 
sinned!’ Wouldn't it be a fine 
things if people would get a con- 
science about listening to preach- 
ers, God’s messengers? If they 
would they might have a revival. 
Read it again! 

“We have sinned, and have com- 
mitted. iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts 
and from thy judgments: Neither 
have we hearkened unto thy serv- 
ants the prophets, which spake in 
thy name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathérs, and to the 
people of the land.” 


all 


Daniel confessed his sins. 


Another man who confessed his| sins was David. 


We are | 


3. David, Too, Confessed His Sins 
Another man who confessed his 


In Psalm 51 we 
find how David prayed. I wish 
everybody here would make this 
your prayer. This is the way a 


Christian can get God's blessing. 


It is the way David did it. David 
|\was a saved man, remember: and 
this is the way he prayed: 

“Have mercy upon me, O God.” 


Bars is not the way you pray. You 
’ i 


say, “Lord, I'm all right. I do not 
need to confess my sins.” You 
are like the Pharisee in the tem- 
ple who said, ‘God, I thank You 
I am not like other people. My 
neighbors are surely mean.’ You 
say, “Lord ,the Catholics are cer- 
tainly bad. The Jews are so mean: 
they reject Christ.” Isn’t that the 


so good!” 


That is not how David prayed. His 


O God.” Wouldn't it be fine if all 
the preachers would pray that 
way? Wouldn't it be fine if all 


of us would say: “O God, it is we 
preachers; it is we deacons; it is 
we church people who prevent re- 


vival. We have turned our faces 
against You and You do not hear 
us any more,” 


David prayed. 


acknowledge my transgressions: 


——$—$— — ee 


‘short a 


/ 


More About | 


the Revival 
in lIreland 
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ular press. It was not confined 
to any one denomination but em- 
braced all evangelical churches; 
and up till the present time, ali 
those have maintained an un- 
precedented unity. I consider it 
the most glorious work of God 
ever known in this country in so 
time.” 


This is the fourth in @ series of 
articles taken from the _ book, 
WHEN THE FIRE FELL, by 
George T. B. Davis and presented 
to the readers of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD by the kind per- 
mission of the author. 


Copies of this book, containing 
eight chapters, 110 pages, paper 
cover, may be secured at twenty- 
five cents each, postpaid. 

Order from THE SWORD OP 
THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois, 

from the publishers: 

The Million Testaments 

Campaigns 
1505 Race Street 
Piiladelphia 2, Pennsylvania. 
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and my sin is ever before me.” 


way you pray? You old hypo- 
crite! “Lord, these other people | 
go to picture shows; I don’t. I am} 


prayer was, “Have mercy upon me, | 


transgressions. Wash me _ thor- 
oughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I} 


David acknowledged his trans- 
|gressions—-he did a lot more than 
‘most of you. There never was an 
lold he-billy goat that stunk like 
some of you tobacco users, and vet 
you will not admit that it is 
 eehvieie’. You will not admit you 
ever did anything wrong. No won- 
‘der we do not have a revival! 

David said, “I acknowledge my 
| transgressions.” 

I ask: “What 
David"? 

“I want my power. I want a 
blessing. I want to tell sinners 
ithe way. I want to Rave revival. 


do you want, 


That is the way 'I want people saved.” 


| Suppose I ask David, “In order 


“Have mercy upon me, O God, |to get people saved, what are you 
according to thy loving kindness: going to do?” 
according unto the multitudes of | 
thy tender mercies blot out my |I am going to face them honestly. 


“IT am going to admit my sins. 
'I acknowledge my transgressions: 
‘and my sin is ever before me.” 
:* nie é 
Isn't it strange how easil¥a Jot 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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BOOK OF REVELATION 


Two companion booklets to 
help you understand the related 
prophecies in Daniel and Rey- 
elation. The exposition of Dan- 
iel explains the four beasts, the 
Antichrist and the greatly mis- 
understood seventy weeks in 
Daniel 9. <A. two-page chart 
showing the order of event sur- 
rounding the Second Coming of 
Christ is especially valuable. 


The booklet on Revelation is a 
simple, honest, Scriptural in- 
terpretation, chapter by chap- 
ter, of this great prophetical 
book, which any Christian can 
understand. Both of _ these 
booklets are ideal for class use. 
Each contains over 40 pages, 
bound in leatherette 

paper. Price each 25c 


unchristian and wrong, that 


this book, 


» 
3. The Compassionate Heart. 
4. The Soul-Winner’s Fire. 8. 
127 pages, size 6%4 by 4%4 inches, printed by Moody Press. 
them for your friends, your pastor, Sunday Schoo) teachers, and 
Over 35,000 already published. Price. . 


principally a cheap brand of lustful 
material collected in four years of scientific research by professors in the 
leading universities of America who tabulated the’results of movies on health 
and morals in multiplied thousands of cases. 
led into crime, led into drink, lewdness and open immorality, is proven with 
scientific exactness that cannot be questioned by open-minded people. Pastors, 
teachers, parents and young people by all means should read 
125. pages, paper cover. 
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LODGES Examined by the 
Bible 

Nine thrilling chapters, full 
of dynamite. The author after 
finding himself guilty of taking 
oaths plainly forbidden in the 
Bible, and yoked up with unbe- 
lievers in a lodge teaching a 
false religion which denies the 
atoning blood, the need for a 
new birth, and leads multitudes 
to Hell by a false plan of sal- 
vation, confessed his sin to God, 
renounced the unchristian oaths 
as his Christian duty and here 
piles proof upon proof that no 
Christian can remain in any 
oath-bound secret order and be 
true to Christ. 

You will be amazed at the 
wealth of material, the facts, 
the testimonies, the Scriptures. 
Read what Evangelists Charles 
G. Finney, D, L. Moody, R. A. 
Torrey, leading churches, Chris- 
tians workers and _ statesmen 
say about the lodges. 88 pages, 


attractive pictured 
paper cover 35c 


What Is Wrong With the MOVIES ? 

In ten chapters, startling, accurate, relentless, Dr. Rice proves point after 
point by scientific surveys of actual results of the movies, driving home the 
application with terse expositions of Scripture. 
are made by immoral people, that the motives back of their production are 
moving pictures 
and crime and war! 


the contents of the 
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Proves that the modern dance 
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to Hell! Gives many Scrip- 
tures, pertinent illustrations. 
The editor delivered a strong 
sermon to a great crowd at Dal- 
las, Texas, which was taken 
down word for word with all 
its striking phrases, colloquial 
denunciation of sin and with all 
its tender appeal to sinners. 
Later other material was add- 
ed from a number of sources. 
The result is this book on the 
dance. No honest person can 
read this without knowing the 
lewdness and lust and the hor- 
rible danger to modesty, to vir- 
tue and to the immortal soul 
which the dance brings. 45 
pages, thick book paper, attrac- 


tive two-color 35c¢ 


conver. «Ctra! se cent 


are 
He uses 


60c 


214 West Wesley Street 


*- Wheaton, Illinois 


= ' 


a 


>. = + - 


(* 


: nate ee ee eee 


~_ 


: 
* 
$ 
- 


— ee — 


me y: - 
: nA Ree nose m ete © — —— 


‘ont Pm 
y. Ly 


PAGE SIX 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Covered Sins 


(Continued from Page 5) 


of people cover over their sins? 
They say, “Well, I do not see any 
harm in that. Well, I do not be- 
lieve that is any worse than other 
people do. Well, if you do not do 
any worse than that, I believe you 
will get to Heaven.” 

But David said, “I acknowledge 
my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me.” Then he contin- 
ued his prayer. “Against thee, 
thee only, have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight: that thou 
mightest be justified when thou 
speakest, and be clear when thou 
judgest. Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me. Behold, thou desir- 
est truth in the inward parts: and 
in the hidden part thou shalt make 
me to know wisdom. Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. Make me to hear joy 
and gladness; that the bones 


which thou hast broken may re- 
joice. Hide thy face from my 
sins, and blot out all mine iniqui- 


ties. Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 

That is a Christian praying. 
What is wrong with you church 
members? You are dirty—not 
outside. Outside you are slicked 
up fine. You did not grow up like 
I did out yonder where we took 
the wash tub every Saturday 
night, put it in the kitchen, heat- 
ed water in a teakettle, shut the 
door, put sheets over the windows, 
and took our baths. You are clean 
and look fine on the outside. 

David said, “I have plenty of 
baths and clean clothes. That is 
not the point. I need cleaning up 
inside.” He said, “Wash me and 
I will be clean,” 

Do you know what America 
needs ? It needs Christians washed 
up It needs church people 
cleaned up. It needs for the church 
people to clean house, uncover 
their sins, admit their sins, for- 
sake their sins. If they did that, 
God would give revival. 

David went on to pray, “Cast 
me not away from thy presence; 


and take not thy holy spirit from, 


me. Restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation.” 

He was saying, “I still have the 
salvation, but I have lost the joy.” 
Some of you have, too. Some of 
you are Christians; but you are 
not happy Christians. Some of 
you are Christians, but you are 
fussy Christians. Some of you 
are Christians, but you are worry- 
ing Christians. Some of you are 
Christians, but you are sour-faced 
Christians, horse-faced Christians. 
David had salvation, but he didn’t 
have the joy. “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation.” You 
need a lilt in your heart. You 
need praises on your tongue. If 
you had a song in your heart, you 
would not have to be begged to 
sing in the choir. If you were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, you 
would jump at the chance. David 
said, “Lord, start the song in my 
heart again. Give me back the 
joy, Lord. I have the salvation; 
give me back the joy.” | 

Then he went on to pray, “Then 
will I teach transgressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be con- 
verted unto thee. [A revival will 
be here then, Lord.] Deliver me 
from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou 
God of my salvation: and my 
tongue shall sing aloud of thy 
righteousness. [Didn’t * tell you 
we would not have any trouble 
getting you to sing if you ever got 
right inside. If you ever got 
cleaned up you would sing aloud 
of God's righteousness. ]” 

What I am saying is that in the 
Bible good Christians confessed 
their sins. 

“Do you think a Christian ought 
to confess his sins?” you ask. 
Surely! 

Somebody says, “I thought if a 
person were a Christian he did not 
have any sins.” No, you didn’t 
THINK. If you had_ thought 
twice, you would never have said 
a thing like that. All who ever 
gave it any thought know they 
are sinners. All of us are sinners 
and we need day by day to con- 
fess our sins. When Jesus gave 
the Lord’s Prayer, He said, “When 
ye pray, say, Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as -in .-heaven, so in 
earth. Give us day by day our 


daily bread. And forgive us our 
Sins .. .” (Luke 11:1-4). Every 
Christian who is a good Christian, 
every Christian who follows the 
Bible, must daily, from his heart, 
pray like that. 

Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer as 
a model for Christians, the only 
ones who can call God, “Father,” 
and there He said, “And forgive 
us our sins.” That is the way a 
good Christian has to pray every 
day. If you do not say those 
words, you need to make that your 
prayer, because Jesus said to. 
Christians ought to confess their 
sins. 


You say, “Brother Rice, I did 
not think it was anything so very 


bad.”’ Then you are all the worse 
off. If one does wrong and knows 
it and is sorry about it, that is 
pretty bad. If one does wrong 


and does not even 
that is awful bad. 


know about it. 


When I was young and did not 
know any better, I joined the Ma- 
sonic lodge. Not a_ preacher 


warned me. Not a Christian told 
me the difference. I did not even 
know enough about the Bible to 
know that it said, “Above all 
things, my brethren, swear not” 
(Jas. 5:12). So I went on. I took 
an ungodly, bloody oath that no 
Christian has a right to take. I 
would not have taken it had I 
known it was in there before J] 
went in. I would not have taken 
it had they not promised me that 
there would not be anything that 
would be against my religion and 
my God. I did not know then that 
the Bible said, “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbe- 


lievers (II Cor. 6:14). But an old 
man, a cursing infidel, a man who 
was not converted, a man who 


laughed at the Bible and said it 
was not true, was in the same 
lodge. I said frankly that I was 
not going to be mixed up with a 
bunch of old loud-mouthed infidels 
and cursers, that I was getting 
out. I was not going to run with 
that crowd. 

This man said, “John, I did not 
mean a bit of harm by cursing.” 

“IT know you didn’t, but you 
didn’t mean any good by it,” I 
said. 

“Well, I don’t even 
when I do it.” 

I said, “You are ten times worse 
then, You haven't any con- 
science. You do not care now. 
You have cursed so long you do 
not even stop to think. You do 
not care; it does not hurt you 
now. You are just that much fur- 
ther away from God.” When a 
man sins and it does not hurt, he 
is just about gone to Hell. Did 
you know that? I can say this 
about myself—-I am poor and 
weak. I am not as good a man 
as I ought to be--but I say the 
truth now; sin hurts me. I hate 
it and I do not want to sin.” 

Somebody says, ““Well, I had-not 


notice it 


thought about any sins. I did not 
know I had any.” Then you are in 
a mighty bad condition. You are 


surely in a bad way if you do not 
know anything about your sins. 
The Lord taught you to have such 
a tender heart about it that every 
day you would say, “O God, for- 
give my trespasses; and I will for- 
give others who trespass against 
me,” as the Lord’s Prayer 
teaches. If you are the kind who 
does not know about your tres- 
passes, then you are the one God 
is talking to when He says, “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper.” Covered over sin brings 
the curse of God. Covered over 
sin, sin with no confession, sin 
with no guilty conscience, sin with 
no tears, sin without even know- 
ing you sin is surely bad; sin with 
an alibi, sin with an excuse! “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy,” says Proverbs 28:13. 

Il. The Damage of Uncon- 

fessed Sin 

All right, I have showed you 
about Christians who confess their 
sins. Next I want to show you 
the damage and harm of uncon- 
fessed sins. What happens when 
a Christian does not confess his 
sins? 
1. In the First Place His Sins Are 

Unforgiven 

I want you to understand what 
I mean by that. Forgiveness of 
sins is talked about two ways in 
-the Bible. ‘we eca 

First, there is the forgiveness 


that makes you a Christian. All 
your sins, as far as taking you to 
Hell is concerned, as far as damn- 
ing your soul ig concerned, are 
taken off you and laid on Jesus. 
In that sense, I do not have any. 
They have all been taken and laid 
on Jesus, praise the Lord! And 
I stand in God’s sight in the like- 
ness of His dear Son. Jesus died, 
and God counted Him a sinner. 
He let Him die like a sinner.- And 
I live. God looks on me and lets 
me live like a man who never did 
wrong. God fooked at Jesus and 
said, “All right, there is all of 
John Rice’s meanness.” God looks 
at me and says, “There is all of 
Jesus’ goodness.” Isn't that won- 
derful? All His righteousness and 
goodness is charged up to me. All 
my sins are charged up to Him. 
There is a sense, you see, in which 
a Christian has all his sins laid on 
Jesus, that is, legally: that is, as 
far as atonement and substitution 
and justification are concerned. 
Legally before God my sins are all 


blotted out. In the legal sense I 
am not a sinner. [In the legal 
sense my sins are all blotted out 
and forgiven and I am justified, 


which means that I am not count- 
ed just a sinner who did awfully 
bad and is now forgiven, but 
counted as if I never did sin. 

But in actual fact, God says, “I 
have counted you righteous, but I 
still hate your sins.” And God 
wants me to say, “I hate it, too, 
Lord.” God let Jesus die for your 
sins, but do not get any wrong 
ideas: He still hates sin. And if 
you go on in sin He must surely 
chastise you. If you go on in your 
sin, He will surely punish you. I 
know you are His child and He is 
going to take you to Heaven, but 
He must punish sins unconfessed. 
To a lot of people God says, “I am 
not going to send you to Hell and 
punish you that way, so I must 
punish it now.” Much punishment 
comes to children of God. We are 
chastened for our sins. 

2. Unconfessed Sins Are Not 

Purged 

Do you know what happens 
when we do not confess our sin? 

If you do not confess your sin, 
it is not purged out of the way. 
Do you know why some people 
cannot quit tobacco? They never 
do get in earnest and say, “Lord, 
this old, dirty, ungodly, heathen, 
filthy stuff must stink awfully 
bad to You. It defiles the tem- 
ples of God, and I hate it. It is 
wrong! It is a sin. It is wicked, 
God.” If you do not admit it is a 
sin, you are not going to quit it. 
If. you get to the point where you 
realize that it is awful, it is 
wicked, it is terrible, then you can 
quit. One who says, “I do not 
believe I would be wise to drink 
too much, but a little now and 
then will not hurt,” will never quit 
drinking. Any man who says he 
can take it or leave it alone will 
not leave it alone. He will take it. 
Let me tell you now, nobody ever 
gets sin out of his life until he 
admits it is asin. If you are will- 
ing to take it to God in confession, 
take it to God with a penitent 
heart and admit it is wicked and 
mean, that you are sorry, that you 
are against it, and ask God to for- 
give it, you can quit it. 

First John 1:9 says, “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. If we can confess our sins, 
God forgives them, does not hold 
them against us any more. Then 
He cleans them out of the way. It 
is wonderful to have cleansing and 
forgiveness every day of our sins! 

Some people say, “Well, I 
haven’t sinned in so many years.” 
Others say, “I’m holding out 
faithful.” Somebody else says, “I 
am determined to make Heaven 
my home,” as if he could earn it, 
as if he could work hard enough 
or fight hard enough to make it. 
But he cannot do it. I know some- 
thing better than that. Every day- 
you can come to God and let the 
sweet Spirit of God point out in 
your heart anything wrong and 
cleanse it out of the way. The 
thing can be gone, forgiven, 
cleansed. You ‘can look up in the 
face of God and have His sweet 
smile. One of the terrible things 
about not confessing your sins day 
by day is that you do not have 
them forgiven, you do not have 
them cleansed, you do not have 
them taken out of the way. So 
confession brings forgiveness and 
cleansing. 

3. Sin Unconfessed Ruins the 

Christian’s Influence 

Another thing I want you to 


notice is that any sin that you do 
not confess is in the way with 
other people. All over this coun- 
try there are those who cannot 
win souls because they have some- 
thing wrong between them and 
other people. That is a terrible 
thing. A woman wrote to me and 
said. “Dear Brother Rice: I want 
to ask you a question. My hus- 
band says I am not a good Chris- 
tian just because I lose my tem- 
per now and then and say a few 
things I ought notto say. I know 
I ought not to say them, and I am 
sorry just as soon as I have said 
them; but my husband says I am 
not a good Christian. What do 
you say?” I wrote back and said, 
“He knows you a Iot better than I 
do. You had better listen to him.” 


Listen, it 1s a pitiful thing when 
a Christian loses influence over 
loved ones. Ali over this country 
I hear it until I am sick. I think 
God hates it. Do you know what 
I hear? A mother comes to Say, 
“Pray for my boy. He will not 
listen to me.’ You sure have some 
house cleaning to do, then; he 
would listen if you were the right 
kind of a mother! One woman 
said to me, “Brother Rice, I want 
you to talk to my boy if you can. 
A boy will listen to anybody in the 
world before he will listen to his 
mother.” 


I said to her, “It wasn’t that 
way with my mother.” Oh, I re- 
member — she died before I was 
six years old. I cherish every word 
of hers that I can remember. If 
I could find somewhere in a scrap 
of a letter one thing my mother 
said she wanted me to do, I would 
try to do it now! I said to that 
woman, “If you are the right kind 
of woman, your boy won’t be that 
way. If you had the right kind 
of house cleaning and confession 
of your sins and turning your 
heart away from sins, your boy 
would listen to you.” Oh, if the 
time should come when my six 
daughters and those who know me 
the best would not listen to me, 
that surely would be a terrible 
thing’! 


4. Unconfessed Sin Loses God's 
Favor 

You see, when you sin and do 
not confess it, do not get it out of 
the way, that means that people 
will not have confidence in you. 
But you cannot have power with 
God either. That is the reason 
Matthew 5:23, 24 says, “If thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy broth- 
er hath ought against thee: Leave 
there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.”” The Lord 
says, “You need not ask Me any- 
thing. You need not give Me any- 
thing. You need not bring a lamb 
for a sacrifice.“ You need not put 
any money in the offering. You 
need not sing for Me or pray to 
Me or do anything. You cannot 
do anything to please Me until you 
get right with that one you have 
wronged.” You cannot be right 
with God and be wrong with any- 
body in the world. That is right! 
We just cannot be wrong with 
anybody in the work and be right 
with God. God does not want any- 
thing you can bring Him until you 
get right with others. If I try to 
do something for God and He says, 
“I don’t want it,” that is terri- 
ble. Suppose I try to preach and 
God says, “Shut your trap!” Or 
suppose I try to preach and find 
that God is not helping me. Or 
suppose I want to sing and God 
says, “I don’t want you scream- 
ing around. Cut it out!” Or sup- 
pose I try to put money in the col- 
lection plate and God says, “Keep 
your filthy money; I do not need 


it. Iam not broke. I am no pau- 
per!” Suppose I say, “Lord, what 
can I do for You?” And God says, 
“You can’t do anything for me. 
Get out of My sight. Don’t be 
talking to Me; I do not want any- 
thing you have.” 

“I say, “What is 
Lord?” 

The Lord says, “There is some- 
body you must get right with. You 
can’t talk to Me or serve Me or 
preach or sing or give or do any- 
thing that will please Me until 
you get right with the fellow you 
are wrong with.” That is what 
the Bible teaches. 

Do you see what terrible dam- 
age comes when you have sin un- 
confessed? You cannot please God 
then. You cannot serve Him ac- 
ceptably. Other people will not 
believe in you. You do not have 
power with God nor influence with 
men because of sin unconfessed. 

5. Sickness Because of Uhcon- 

fessed Sin 

Here is another thing I want 
you to notice: All over the coun- 
try people are sick’ in body be- 
cause of sin. In [ Corinthians 
11:30 the Scripture says, “For this 
cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep.” Why 
was it that a lot of them were 
sick? Because they got drunk at 
the Lord’s table and had divisions 
and strife. One man was living 
in sin with his mother-in-law and 
they would not admit their wrong. 
“That is the reason a lot of you 
are sick and some are already 
dead,”’ Paul said. Sickness often 
comes because of sin. Do you be- 
lieve in divine healing? I believe 
that God does the healing. God 
does it sometimes with doctors 
and sometimes without. In eitHer 
case it is God who does it. But 
many people are sick who could be 
well if they would turn their back 
on their sins and confess them. 

Here is another verse on that. 
James 5:16 says, “Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much.” Many people have lots 
of praying and no confessing. Do 
you want a great time of blessing 
in your home and in your heart? 
Then why don’t you start out to 
confess your sins? 

Sometimes our loved ones are 
sick because of our sin, Dr. 
Blanchard, a great president of of 
Wheaton College years ago, wrote 
a book on GETTING THINGS 
FROM GOD, which was sweet and 
good. He said that once when his 
wife was sick, they prayed and 
prayed and prayed, but she did not 
get better. Finally, it was decid- 
ed that a serious operation would 
be necessary. After meditation 
and prayer, Dr. Blanchard Was re- 
minded of some sin, perhaps some 
matter between him and his wife 
he had been wrong about. He went 
right to her and confessed it, then 
confessed it to God. His wife im- 
mediately began to get better and 
did not have to have the operation. 
Confess your faults one to another 
so you can be healed in body. Did 
you know that sin causes disease ? 
I know sometimes Satan is per- 
mitted to cause sickness for God's 
glory, but a lot of our disease and 
suffering is because of sin. Some- 
times when you pray God would 
hear you and heal you if you would 
confess your sins. It is not al- 
ways God's will to heal the body. 
Sometimes God wants a Christian 
to die and go to Heaven. Some 
times God wants a Christian to 
stay sick and learn some sense. 
Sometimes God wants a Christian 
to stay sick and be sweet and 
show how He can be near in trou- 
ble. It is not always God's will 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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the new year dawns upon us. Be- 


to heal the sick. But I will tell 
you now that many, many a time 
if a Christian would get right on 
the sin question, and honestly face 
his sins and confess them and for- 
sake them, he would be well. The 
Bible clearly says, “Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray for 
one another, that ye may be 
healed.” There are a lot of people 
who are sick because of sin uncon- 
fessed. 


That is not all. If that con- 
tinues, it is evident that a lot of 
people die because of their sins. 
“There is a sin unto death: I do 
not say that he shall pray for it,” 
says I John 5:16. Some people 
die because they sin. 

I am tired of hearing people 
talk about Ananias and Sapphira 
as if they were not saved. They 
were! Don’t you ever think a 
Christian does not sometimes sin. 
Ananias and Sapphira were con- 
verted, I think that is the reason 
the Lord killed them. The Devil's 
crowd is lying all the time. They 
do not get killed for it. Did you 
know that a Christian is more 
likely to get killed for sin than a 
lost sinner is? Ananias and Sap- 
phira lied to God and tried to get 
people to believe they were giving 
everything when they were not, 
and so they were knocked dead. 
Some Christians die prematurely. 
They are a stumbling block to 
everybody and God has to get 
them out of the way. About the 
best thing some Christians can 
do is to have a good funeral and 
get out of the way so people can 
have a revival. 


6. Unconfessed Sin Blocks Your 
Prayers 

The greatest damage that sin 
ever does is that it stops Heaven 
and God will not hear you. It shuts 
up Heaven. 

Turn to Isaiah 59:1, 2. There 
the Scripture says, “Behold, the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that 
it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear: But 
your iniquities have separated be- 
tween you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear.” What does 
unconfessed sin do? It keeps you 
from getting your prayers an- 
swered. Do you know what un- 
confessed sins mean? It means 
no revival. A coldness comes on 
the church because of it. Pow- 
erlessness comes on the saints of 
God. That is the reason that the 
Lord in II Chronicles 7:14 says, 
“If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from Heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” You see, God's eo- 
ple, if they honestly confess and 
forsake their sins, can have re- 
vival, If they do that, they can 
have anything else they want from 
God. They can have everything 
God has if they honestly turn their 
hearts from sin, hate it, confess 
it, and forsake it. 

Those are some of the terrible 
damages, some of the terrible re- 
sults of unconfessed sins. 

Ill. To Whom Shall One Con- 
fess His Sin? 

Now the third point: 
shall I confess my sin? 

First of All, Confess It te God 

David confessed his to God. 
Many a man in the Bible con- 
fessed his sins to God. The Lord's 
Prayer is to God. We should con- 
fess our sins to Him, of course. I 
call your attention again to I John 
1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins...” That is evidently con- 
fession to God. David said in 
Pslam 51, “Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned, and done this evil 
in thy sight.” In a certain sense 
all sin is against God. It is His 
law you have broken. It is His 
law! So it is a sin against God. 
Confess it to God. 

Oh, wouldn’t it be fine if Chris- 
tians set out to have a good old- 
time confession! Will you try to 
do it? I will. I am going to do 
it and I hope you will. Will you 
set out to confess your sins be- 
tween now and tomorrow night? 
Get a piece of paper and a pencil 
put it in some safe place where 
nobody can see it (you do not 
want everybody to see it)—-and 
write down your sins. Say to God, 
“If You will show it to me, I 
will confess it and forsake it be- 
aoe New Year's night and before 


To whom 
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fore January 1, I will confess ev- 
ery sin that You show me is wrong 
in my life.” How many of you 
will do that? I believe that would 
be good for your soul. How many 
of you believe that would be hon- 
est and square for a Christian? 
You talk about Watch Night serv- 
ices. You make fun of other peo- 
ple who are out having a good 
time. What kind of a time are 
you going to have? Are you go- 
ing to try to do right? How many 
of you will say, “Brother Rice, ‘I 
believe it will please God. I am 
going to take a pencil and paper 
and try to honestly find everything 
in my life that displeases Him and 
make a list of them. I will lay 
them out before God in secret 
prayer and confess them; and. if 
He will help me, I will forsake 
them. If I owe money, I will try 
to go and pay the bill. If I have 
hurt anybody’s feelings, I will try 
to apologize and make it right. 
If I have stolen anything, I will 
try to pay it back and make it 
right. If I have borrowed any- 
thing and did not take it back 
{that is nearly the same as steal- 
ing], I will repay it. I will try in 
these next twenty-four hours to 
honestly face everything God 
shows me in my life which is a 
sin.” Are you honest enough to 
uncover your sins and get right 
with God? (Many raised their 
hands; some did not). You people 
who are not willing to do it, what 
do you go to church for if you do 
not want to do right? 


“He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper’—shall not prosper! 
Somebody says, “I do not believe 
I have any sins.” You are not hon- 
est in that or you would have held 
your hand high and said, “If | 
have any sin and God will show 
it to me, I will try to confess it.” 
If you were honest about this and 
thought you were living above sin, 
you would still be mighty anxious 
to check up and see if the Lord 
was helping you to do right about 
it. I do not have much confidence 
in anybody who is not anxious to 
know whether he is doing wrong 
or not. If you are not anxious 
to find out whether there is any- 
thing wrong with your life, you 
are not as anxious to please Jesus 
as Iam. We surely need to con- 
fess our sins. So confess them to 
God. 


2. Second, Confess Your Sins to 
the One Whom You Have 
Wronged 

Oh, how that pictures lots of 
things! There are some things 
you do not need to confess to ev- 
erybody, but you certainly ought 
to confess them to the one you 
have wronged, and make them 
right. ‘Leave there thy gift be- 
fore the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” 
(Matt. 5:24). 

I remember a woman who took 
back a watch she had stolen: rath- 
er, she took the money for it. She 
started out to pay for it. Eight 
years before she had stolen it. Oh, 
the joy that came into her heart! 
I remember a good number of such 
eases where things were made 
right. 

In 1945 I was im Boston in a 
tent revival. A. man became so 
convicted about some money he 
and another man had stolen from 
the company where they had 
worked that he got off from work 
for a day and went to see the 
president of the company where 
he worked before. He told him how 
seventeen years before he and an- 
other man had stolen money and 
divided it. The president of the 
company said, “Come into my pri- 
vate office and tell me about the 
whole business again.” He did; 
then the president said, ‘‘What 
makes you want to come down 
here and confess it and pay me 
this money ?” 

“Well, since then I have been! 
converted. I love the Lord and 
want to do right. I do not want 
anything between me and God.” 

The president said, “Tell me 
more about it. That is a good kind 
of religion. I never heardof any- 
thing like it—a _ religion that 
would make a fellow want to pay 
his debt and clean up the past. 
I wish everybody had that kind.” 

We could have revival; we could 
reach the hardest sinners in this 
country if we really set out to 
confess to everybody we wronged 


s? 


pany surely did make a believer 
out -of him. 
that kind of religion. You ought 
to make confession to the people 
you have wronged. 


I was in a revival campaign last 


year in a city with forty churches. | 


One night I preached on “Hin- 
dered Prayer.” and showed that 
God’s Word said that if you owe 
your brother something and do not 
pay’it, if you do not be reconciled 
to him, if you do not make it 
right, God will not hear you when 
you pray. After that se.mon the 
strangest thing happened. A pas- 
tor of a church, the chairman of 
the campaign, said, “Brother Rice, 
if you hit the others as hard as 
you hit me, there surely is going 
to be an earthquake around here.” 


But he did not tell me what it 
was. 
Later he told me that he went 


down to see a doctor to whom he 


had owed a large bill for two 
years. He had said, “That old 
hypocrite!—-to send me a bill for 
that much! That is twice too big. 


I will not pay him a penny of it 
now!” 

But he went to see the Uoctor. 
“Doctor, I'm sorry. I got angry 
about your bill and didn’t pay it. 
I am sorry. We are having a/re- 
vival here in town. If we are go- 
ing to have a revival I must do 
right. I want you to forgive me, 
doctor. Here is a check.” He 
came back and told that in the 
preachers’ meeting. 

Another pastor got up in the 
preachers’ meeting—there was just 
a group of preachers meeting to- 
gether. It was having effect on the 
preachers. I thought it would have 
effect on the backsliders, but I 
got the preachers in the first drag 
of the net! This preacher stood 
to say, “Brethren, listen. What 
about the time before you were 
converted? I thought that if you 
came to God and made confession, 
the past was under the blood. Aft- 
er you have been converted, do 
you think you ought to go back 
and pay up the bills that were 
made before you were converted ?”’ 

Another pastor, an honest, good 
man, said, “Brother T. , a 
Christian ought to do right. If 
you love God, you ought to do 
right.” 

The first preacher answered, 
“That is what I figured, so on the 
way down here I came by and paid 
two old, old bills.” 

Then we had an all-night prayer 
meeting, and another pastor said, 
“Ever since I was in college I have 
owed a man _ $50.00. Another 
preacher was with mein college, 
and he said T owed him $50.00 be- 
cause of some things he paid for 
me at the time. He said, ‘You may 
never pay it, but you will always 
know you owe me that $50.00.’ I 
never would pay it. But the Lord 
showed me that in order to have 
His blessing and a revival, I must 
clear it up. So I sent him a check 
for the $50.00.” After he sent it 
he was as happy as a lark. He 
did not mind teiling everybody 
about it. 

And, incidentally, before the 
campaign was, over a week later 
he got up and told us preachers, 
“I got a letter from that preach- 
er and he sent back the $50.00 and 
said, ‘I am coming down to the 
convention and I will stay at your 
house and eat it up!’” And that 
breach of long standing was re- 
moved. 

Listen to me! Go confess to 
anybody you have wronged. May- 
be it is just hot words you have 


spoken; maybe it is more than 
that. Perhaps it is money. No 
matter what it is, confess it. Go 


be reconciled. Make it right! 

It may be to your own wife. That 
will be hard. It may be to your 
own husband. That will be hard. 
It may be to your own children. 
It may be to your father and 
mother. It may be to your pas- 
tor. I do not know; but go and 
confess- it and get it out of the 
way. Covered sin brings a curse, 
but uncovered sin brings a bless- 
ing. “He that covereth his sins 
shall not. prosper: but whoso con- 
fesseth. and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” \ 

3. Now the next thing: Confess 
your sin to your prayer partner. 

Confess it to God. Confess it to 
the one you have wronged. And 
then confess your sin to someone 
you have confidence in, someone 
who will pray for and with you, In 


and if we set out to make things 
| "2 


> i eo ie ak oe : 


Ree a ee a eT ee | ee 


James 5:16, we read, “Confess 
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People can believe in | 


My dear Friends: 
V.e siould like to call the at- 
tention of our friends to a let- 


ter we have just received from 
a conductor on the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad. Here is what 
he says “It was my pleasure to 
handle a ¢.oup of your students 
on train 41 from Lynchburg to 
Bristol this morning, and I am 
happy to tell you that they were 
the best behaved bunch of stu- 
dents I have handled since I 


know how well behaved they 
are, and that we are always 
glad to have them travel with 
_ 

A year ago this past Christ- 
mas in a dining room at a rail- 
road station in a Southern city 
a friend heard a waitress say to 


another waitress, “Let’s get all 


minutes and they will take all 


dishes.” 
she spoke said, “The students 
coming in are Bob Jones Col- 
lege students and you do not 
have to worry about - them. 
They are Christian young peo- 
ple." The other waitress‘ re- 
plied, “That is right. If they 
are Bob Jones College students, 
we will just leave the food and 
dishes on the counter.” 


I am _ sure that orthodox, 
Christian people who believe in 
the old time religion and the 
old-time decencies are interest- 
ed in the training of the type 
Christian young people we are 
sending out from Bob Jones 
College. Now you can have a 
part in this work. You can not 
only help us train those we 
have now enrolled, but you can 


the great University plant now 
| under 


for the next school year which 


[ felt that you would be glad to|*”.. 


this food off the lunch counter. | 
There is a train load of stu- 
dents coming in here in a few 


the food and break up all the) 
The waitress to whom | 


also help us train many more 
hundreds if you will invest 
some of the money God has 
given you in helping us build | 


construction at Green- 
ville, S. C. 


The contractor assures us 
that unless there is some provi- 
dential hindrance, he will be 
ready for us to move in in time 
begins in September. We sim- 
if the buildings are to be 
completed. We are, therefore, 
earnestly appealing to God's 
people to help us even if you 
have to sacrifice to help us. On 
this altar of unselfish Christian 
service we have laid all we 
| have. The strain through which 
we are going is very great. You 
‘an Jift some of the load and 
you can help us do this job if 
\you will send in a cash contri- 
bution at once, if possible. But 


if you do not have the cash to 
invest now, write us and tell 
us what you will do  be- 
\tween now and September 1. 


1 cannot believe that God’s peo- 
| ple will let us down, You have 
the facts. You know what we 
are doing. You know the testi- 
mony of the school. You know 


the need for the type school we 
have... You know our financial 
needs. You will not fail us. So 


we are counting on hearing 
from you. Remember, you can 
help us in the three following 
ways: 


First: You can pray for us. 
Second: You can make some 
financial contribution. 
Third: You can ask your 
friends to help us. 
BOB JONES 
(Advertisement) 


your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another.” There are 
times when you do not want to 
confess your sin to everybody, but 
you ought to say to your friend, 
“Can you come inside and pray 
with me a little? I want to tell 
you about my temptation, my sin 
and have you pray for me.” 

Sometimes we ought to pray 
with one another. Two people can 
get more from God than one. The 
Bible teaches, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am [ in the midst 
of them” (Matt. 18:20). And, “if 
two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 18:19). So go and pray 
with your prayer partner. Con- 
fess your faults honestly in the 
little circle of those you trust and 
those who will pray with you 
about them. 

4. The fourth thing is, if every- 
body knows it, confess it to every- 
body. 

Let your confession go as far 
as your sin did. If your sin has 
been public, Jet your confession be 
public. 

Let us confess our sins, and God 
will give revival. Let us confess 
our sins, and God will cleanse us 
and give us influence and power. 
Let us confess our sins, and God 
will give us what we need. 

Get paper and pencil, go to a 
secret place, and say, “Lord, I 
have been neglecting the Bible. I 
used to love it and read it. I have 
gotten careless about it.” Neglect 
of the Bible is sin. 

Why don’t you confess to the 
Lord that you have been fretting 
and stewing around ?Unbelief is a 
terrible thing. Fretting is a sin. 
Worry is a sin. Remember that. 

Tell the Lord that you have 
been pretty sharp, that yon have 
been criticizing others. Say to the 
Lord, “I am so smart, and I know 
everything that is wrong with oth- 
ers. But I confess it, Lord. For- 
give my old critical heart.” 

I wonder: are you guilty of the 
sin of prayerlessness? You know 
about your sins. Some of you are 
going to have-to confess you are 
awful stingy. Some of you do not 
tithe. You ought to confess it to 


God. Some of you have been yoked 
up with unbelievers and have tak- 
en ungodly oaths no Christian has 
a right to take. You have been 
running with the Devil's crowd. 
You ought to confess that to God. 
He will show you how to do it. 


IV. What Lost Sinners Should 
Do About Their Sins 


Now, my last word is to the un- 


saved. Is there anybody here who 
is not a Christian? If so, I will 
tell you what you need to do. You 
need to confess your sin to God 
and trust Him to forgive you. The 
Lord does not save anybody but 


confessed sinners, If you do not 
confess you are a sinner, you are 
not going to be saved. So con- 
fess that you are a sinner, that 
you want mercy, and you can 
have it, 

That is the way that poor publi- 
can in the temple came. He said, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner” 
(Luke 18:13). If you are willing, 
to say that and mean it, He is 
willing to have mercy on you and 
forgive you. 

Now let us go back to the text 
and remember it: “He that cov- 
ereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsak- 
eth them shall have mercy.” Now 
let me ask you a question: here is 
a man who covers over his sin. 
Will he prosper? No. Here is a 
man who confesses and forsakes 


his sin. What will he have? He 
will have mercy. 
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, 


teach us to confess our sins. I 
pray, Lord, that you will help me 
in these next twenty-four hours 
to find the things that grieve Thee, 
to confess them to You honestly; 
and before another year begins 
make me a much better man. O 
Lord, this next year let me please 
Thee more, have more of Thy 
power. Forgive me especially, dear 
Lord, for not loving Thy Word 
more and not waiting on Thee 
more. Forgive me, Lord, for not 
having more compassion for sin- 
ners. Lord, forgive me for my 
critical spirit oftentimes. I am 
proud and haughty and think I am 
better than others sometimes, 
Lord, forgive. Cleanse us tonight. 


Speak to our hearts, For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


214 W. Wesley 
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PRAYER—By Rosalind Goforth. 
“Mrs. Goforth’s spiritual history 
of her life is replete with miracle, 
revelation, tragedy and _ victory. 
No one could be skeptical about 
answered prayer after reading 
such a record and remain hon- 
est.” 142 pages, 
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Cc. T. STUDD—By Norman 
Grubb. Of a wealthy family, edu- 
cated at Eton and Cambridge, the 
hero of British sport-loving peo- 
ple, he created a sesnsation by re- 
nouncing wealth and position while 
still a young man, to follow Christ 
to China, then to Africa. One of 
the best true missionary stories in 
print. 238 pages, 


eee. seis ener e aa eb wh 0 *2.50 


PRAYER—ASKING AND RE- 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL— 
By Evangelists Hyman Appelman, 
Joes Henry Hankins, Jesse M. 
Hendley, Bob Jones, Sr., John R, 
Rice and Robert J. Wells. Dr. 
Paul S. Rees said, “It has some 
heavenly dynamite in it... it is 
not tame! Even the cold type 
seems to yell with white heat as 
one catches the passion of the men 


whose messages are here record- 


ed.” Here are 400 pages of re- 
vival preaching on soul-winning, 
prayer, the Holy Spirit, require- 
ments for revival, and the practi- 
cal aspects of revival advertising, 
visitation, etc. “A revival on pa- 


per,” said Dr, F. D. $ 00 

Whitesell. 400 pages .... 3. 
MIRACLES OF SCIENCE—By 

Arthur Il. Brown. “Stands out as 


one of the most interesting, infor- 
mative, and profitable books I 


wer hg ene any sees a gts CEIVING—By Dr. John R. Rice. have ever read,” says. Dr. Robert 
"ers 5o ‘ ? rs : ? , 6 . ‘ 7. ~h « ‘co’ se tac : 
rea ing foy ite ah inva oo , ms _ Here is clear, fundamental Bible G. Lee. 50 chapters; stories of sci- 
a preacner. ne ot te 10ur teaching on prayer. Here are ence that illustrate spiritual truth. 


books that most greatly influenced 
my life for soul-winning, for pre- 
vailing prayer, for revival.’—~ 
J.R.R.. 477 pages, 


DEICC 2. cern e reese eseces °2.25 


CLIMBING—By Rosalind Goforth, 
A third book by this wonderfully 
used and famous missionary cou- 
ple. It “tells how Mrs. Goforth 
strove for the deep experiences of 
rich Christian experiences and 
how God led her into doors 
of spiritual consecration and pow- 


many blessed examples of answers 
to prayer, told in fervent and [u- 
cid style by one who knows and 
can prove that prayer really 
changes things, that God supplies 
money, jobs, healing and reyivals, 
and saves souls in answer to Spir- 
it-taught, Scriptural prayer. 80,000 
have been printed in 3% years! 
328 pages; 


PTICE wecccecccsecvavess *2.00 


THE HOME: COURTSHIP, 


MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN— 


287 fascsinating pages by a bril- 
liant author—a ‘“‘must” 


DOG.“ PWIOS os cnaevinbdae *2.00 


“BY MY SPIRIT’—By Jona- 
than Goforth. “A choice and 
stirring account of revival days 
in China... A classic on revivals 
that every child of God should 
read,” says Dr. V. R. Edman. 
“Powerful, contagious, _ stirring 
and startling,’? says Dr. Robert G. 
Lee. 138 pages, 
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of all Dr. Rice’s sermons, 
they have led hundreds of 
sinners to Christ. They 
are done in the Spirit-filled, 
bold, Bible preaching style 
of Dr. Rice. Full of ten- 
derness and compassion for 
the lost. 254 large pages 
with red cloth binding, it 
is ordinarily priced at $2. 


Y 4 OF THESE! 


er,” as described by Dr. Z. T Ps 

: Johnson of Asbury Col- ae 00 By Dr. John R. Rice. In this vol- PE SORA ASD SOM ree re fe FF CE PRS: Re. : 
lege. 216 pages, price : : ume,” says Dr. Ironside, “Dr. Rice Sword of the Lord Publishers 

speaks as a pastoral counsellor on 1214 West Wesley Street, Dept. 131 

BEHOLD YOUR KING—By questions that many ministers Wheaton, Illinois ry: 

Florence Marvyne Bauer. A grip- studiously avoid ...A_ careful Gentlemen: 5 

ping and beautiful novel of the consideration of its chapters, cou- Please send me the following books: ' 
Holy Land in the last two years of pled with a sincere desire to prac- Copies : Ty 

the life of Christ, Of intense in- tice the truth therein set forth, tg In the Twinkling of an Eye @ $1.50 .......$——— 3 
terest, reverent in touch, giving might save many a family from | The Mark of the Beast @ $1.50 tof a 

our Saviour the glory. $ shipwreck.” 381 pages, $ —— , ae ee | : 
410 pages, price ....... j 2.15 ee ge ee en Sik. giey: 2.50 ——Autobiography of Charles G. Finney @ $2.25 $ . 
—_._Behold Your King @ $2.75 ...... Sen eevat ee :. 

——How to Have a Revival @ $3.00 ...........$ i 
3 ——THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Chil- | ¢ 

You P4 for Onl Four Books Yo G t S | ee ee, I Ge oak <p uiceachap ss Cae eee 8 $ 5 
y y uj e IX! ——PRAYER—Asking and Receiving @ $2.00. .$ s 

= . ‘hi i? 4 ah 
Here is your golden opportunity to buy these books you have long wanted! I Fee top 8 me Sorts OFS ak ge) = “ 
This is a sale you can benefit from now and for years to come, as long as the Bay 5 Baer mee Gnewers Prayer @ $0 i ry 
‘ . . m “ ‘“ 4 ~ s499 > FS 
books are.read and enjoyed. This is an opportunity to buy gifts for your ey ORY SPREE FED ss es eves a ate s 

. . . . i . . ; 4j 
friends, long-needed books for your pastor or Christian friend. . REtEeeee. OF Eenemte. © 95.00 .., cee eses sy: > re 
Decid ink Ai “. ld like to h Fr f ica —C. T. Studd @ $2.50 ........ cee eeccepesees s——— 
] n whl OOKS u wou Ke : 
eciade now Cc yo O Nave or every tour DOOKS you Total Enclosed ........ cases wesaceges $ 


buy in the lower group, you receive FREE two in the upper panel. See how 
simple it is: simply mark on the coupon the number of copies you: want of which- 
ever books you choose. Then for every four of these, you may mark two of 
the free books listed at the bottom of the coupon. 


If you wish to be a Sword Book Club member, the purchase of any four of 
these books entitles you to be a member for a year, without further obligation. 
You will receive the Sword Book Club News each month, with reports on the 
book of the month. If you want the book chosen by the judges, you do nothing. 
The book will come to you automatically, and you will be billed for it. If you do 
not want the monthly selection, you simply send in a rejection slip provided with 
the Sword Book Club News for that purpose. 


If you do not want-to join the Sword Book Club, simply check the square in- 
dicating that, on the coupon. The books you buy will be sent to you with your 
free books, and the transaction will be over. That is all there is to it. 


BUT DO IT NOW! This sale offer is good only until February 24 and you 
will regret it if you miss out on it. 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


With these books please send me the following books 
which I am to receive absolutely free. (Two books for 
every four marked above.) 

Twelve Tremendous Themes 

The Bible: Its Christ and Modernism 

The Coming Kingdom of Christ. 

——What’s the Answer? 

The Theory of Evolution and the Facts of Science. 
The Scarlet Sin and Other Revival Sermons. 

[] Do not enroll me as a member of the Sword Book Club. 
© I would like to become a member of the Sword Book 
Club. I understand that I need not buy any more books 
for one year unless I wish, but that I will receive the 
Sword Book Club News each month, reporting on the 
book of the month and giving me an opportunity to buy 
{it if I wish, I agree to return the Rejection Slips prompt- 
ly if I do not want to buy the book; and to pay for each 
book when the bill for it comes, 
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